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Wähle bei jeder Frage die eine richtige Antwort (A, B, C oder D).

Teil 1: Grammatik im Kontext

Wähle die Option, die den Satz am besten ergänzt, oder beantworte die Frage.

1. Had I known about the delays, I  an earlier train.
A would catch B had caught C would have caught D will have caught

2. Not only  the deadline, but she also exceeded everyone's expectations.
A she met B did she meet C she did meet D met she

3. By the time the report is published, the team  on it for over two years.
A will work B has been working
C would work D will have been working

4. It's high time we  a decision about the budget.
A made B make C have made D will make

5. The missing hiker is believed  the area last Tuesday.
A to leave B leaving C to have left D having left

6. I'd rather you  anyone about this yet.
A don't tell B didn't tell C won't tell D hadn't told

7. Rarely  such a convincing performance from a newcomer.
A we have seen B we saw C did we saw D have we seen

8. Which sentence is correct?
A She suggested him to apply for the position.
B She suggested to him apply for the position.
C She suggested that he apply for the position.
D She suggested he to apply for the position.

9. The new timetable,  was announced yesterday, has already caused a lot of discussion.
A that B what C which D whose

10.  the bad weather, the festival went ahead as planned.
A Despite B Although C In spite D However

11. You  have told me you were coming — I'd have cooked something special!
A must B should C can D would

12. If he hadn't missed the flight, he  here with us now.
A would have been B will be C had been D would be

13. Find the error: "Hardly had we sat down than the phone started ringing."
A Hardly B had we sat down C than D started ringing
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14. The more you practise,  you'll become.
A the more confident B more confident C the most confident D most confident

15. She firmly denied  the documents from the office.
A to have taken B having taken C to take D to having taken

16. I regret  you that your application has been unsuccessful.
A informing B to inform C to have informed D inform

Teil 2: Wortschatz und Sprachgebrauch

Wähle das Wort oder die Wendung, die am besten in den Kontext passt, bzw. die treffendste Bedeutung
oder Reaktion.

17. Due to a lack of funding, the company has decided to  the project until next year.
A shell B shed C shelve D shelter

18. The new director came  a lot of criticism for her decision to close the branch.
A up with B in for C down on D round to

19. Many people struggle to  a balance between work and family life.
A hit B make C beat D strike

20. We might move abroad next year, but nothing is certain — it's all still up in the air. What does 'up in
the air' mean here?
A exciting B undecided C postponed D cancelled

21. He has always been reluctant to  responsibility for his own mistakes.
A take B make C do D bring

22. The plan looked good on paper but proved completely  in practice. (WORK)
A unworking B disworkable C unworkable D misworkable

23. There has been a  increase in the number of people working from home.
A heavy B tall C wide D significant

24. The officer listened carefully, but the driver's explanation simply didn't hold water. What does this
mean?
A It was too long. B It was very emotional.
C It was not convincing. D It was repeated several times.

25. Our new editor is extremely ; she never misses even the smallest mistake.
A careless B meticulous C ambiguous D superficial

26. The two reports are  different; they reach completely opposite conclusions.
A highly B bitterly C greatly D fundamentally

27. The new equipment won't arrive until March, so we'll have to  do with what we have.
A make B get C take D put

28. Despite several setbacks, the team remained  about the final outcome.
A downbeat B offbeat C upbeat D beaten

29. The  of the new rules caused considerable confusion among staff. (IMPLEMENT)
A implementing B implementation C implement D implementment
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30. A: "I can't believe they've cancelled the concert again!" B: " "
A Not at all, I'm glad to help.
B By all means, go ahead.
C Tell me about it — I was really looking forward to it.
D It's on me this time.

Teil 3: Anspruchsvolle Satzstrukturen

Wähle die Option, die den Satz am besten ergänzt, oder beantworte die Frage.

31.  it not been for her quick thinking, the situation could have been much worse.
A Were B If C Had D Should

32. Should you  any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.
A require B required C requiring D to require

33. The building,  roof was damaged in the storm, is now being repaired.
A which B whose C of which D that its

34. So  was the demand that the tickets sold out within minutes.
A greatly B much C many D great

35. I'd sooner  at home than go to that party.
A to stay B staying C stay D stayed

36. Little  that his decision would change everything.
A he realised B did he realise C he did realise D realised he

37. Which sentence is correct?
A Having finished the report, the computer was switched off.
B Having been finishing the report, she switched off the computer.
C Finished the report, she switched off the computer.
D Having finished the report, she switched off the computer.

38. It was not until midnight  the last guests finally left.
A when B that C than D which

39. The proposal is unlikely to be accepted,  it is.
A as brilliant B so brilliant C brilliant as D much brilliant

40. Find the error: "The number of applicants have risen sharply this year."
A The number B of applicants C have risen D sharply

41. Suppose you  a large sum of money, what would you do with it?
A win B won C had won D would win

42. The results,  we had been waiting for weeks, finally arrived this morning.
A which B that C for which D for that

43. Under no circumstances  the door be left unlocked.
A shouldn't B does C is D should

44. Were the plan , thousands of new jobs would be created.
A succeeded B to succeed C succeeding D succeed
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Teil 4: Leseverstehen

Lies den Text und wähle zu jeder Frage die beste Antwort.

For most of us, boredom is something to be avoided at all costs. The moment we find ourselves
waiting in a queue or sitting on a train with nothing to do, we reach for our phones, scrolling through
messages and headlines until the empty minutes have been filled. Yet a growing body of research
suggests that this reflex may come at a price, and that the state we work so hard to escape could in
fact serve a useful purpose.

Psychologists have long distinguished between boredom and simple inactivity. Boredom, they argue,
is not the absence of stimulation but an uncomfortable signal that our current situation is failing to
engage us. Seen in this light, it functions rather like hunger: unpleasant in itself, but valuable
precisely because it prompts us to change what we are doing. Some studies have found that people
who were first given a deliberately dull task, such as copying numbers from a long list, subsequently
produced more original ideas in a creative exercise than those who had gone straight to it.

The explanation, researchers believe, lies in what happens when the mind is left to wander. Freed
from the demands of an external task, it begins to make unexpected connections between
memories, plans and half-formed thoughts. This is not to say that every idle moment yields a
breakthrough; much of the time, mind-wandering is aimless. But the conditions for insight are rarely
present when attention is constantly being captured by a screen.

None of this means that we should abandon our devices or romanticise tedium. Chronic boredom,
particularly when it is linked to a lack of meaningful work or social contact, is associated with poorer
wellbeing rather than greater creativity. The point is subtler: brief periods of unstructured time may
be worth tolerating, and perhaps even protecting. Parents who feel obliged to fill every hour of their
children's weekends with organised activities might, some educators suggest, be depriving them of
the chance to learn how to entertain themselves.

Ultimately, the challenge is less about eliminating distraction than about noticing when we turn to it
automatically. The next time you are tempted to fill a spare five minutes, you might simply let them
pass and see where your thoughts take you.

45. According to the first paragraph, what does recent research suggest?
A People are more easily bored than in the past.
B Our habit of avoiding boredom may have hidden costs.
C Phones are the main cause of boredom.
D Waiting in queues is a major source of stress.

46. Why does the writer compare boredom to hunger?
A Both are unpleasant signals that push us to change our behaviour.
B Both can be satisfied very quickly.
C Both become dangerous if they are ignored.
D Both are more common in modern life.

47. What did the studies mentioned in the second paragraph show?
A People who copied numbers felt less bored afterwards.
B Creative exercises are more enjoyable than dull tasks.
C Most people prefer creative tasks to routine ones.
D People who did a dull task first produced more original ideas.

48. The word 'yields' in the third paragraph is closest in meaning to:
A prevents B requires C produces D delays
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49. What is the writer's view of chronic boredom?
A It is the main source of creativity.
B It is harmful and different from the short idle periods the writer recommends.
C It should be encouraged in children.
D It is largely a myth created by researchers.

50. What is the main purpose of the final paragraph?
A To argue that phones should be avoided completely.
B To summarise the scientific evidence in detail.
C To warn readers about the dangers of mind-wandering.
D To encourage readers to notice their habit of automatically seeking distraction.
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Lösungen C1

Lösungen – Englisch Einstufungstest C1 – Test 1
1 C 2 B 3 D 4 A 5 C 6 B 7 D 8 C 9 C 10 A

11 B 12 D 13 C 14 A 15 B 16 B 17 C 18 B 19 D 20 B

21 A 22 C 23 D 24 C 25 B 26 D 27 A 28 C 29 B 30 C

31 C 32 A 33 B 34 D 35 C 36 B 37 D 38 B 39 C 40 C

41 B 42 C 43 D 44 B 45 B 46 A 47 D 48 C 49 B 50 D

Erklärungen

1. C – Ein invertierter Bedingungssatz Typ 3 (Had I known...) bezieht sich auf die Vergangenheit und verlangt
'would have' + Partizip Perfekt (past participle).

2. B – Steht 'Not only' am Satzanfang, muss das Hilfsverb vor das Subjekt treten (Inversion).
3. D – Das Future Perfect Continuous drückt eine Dauer bis zu einem Zeitpunkt in der Zukunft aus.
4. A – Auf 'It's high time' folgt das Past Simple, um sich auf die Gegenwart zu beziehen.
5. C – Nach 'is believed' ist ein Infinitiv Perfekt nötig, wenn die Handlung früher stattgefunden hat.
6. B – 'Would rather' mit einem anderen Subjekt verlangt das Past Simple für Wünsche in Bezug auf Gegenwart

oder Zukunft.
7. D – Verneinende Adverbiale wie 'rarely' am Satzanfang erfordern Inversion.
8. C – Auf 'suggest' folgt ein that-Satz (hier mit Konjunktiv/subjunctive), nicht Objekt + Infinitiv.
9. C – In nicht notwendigen Relativsätzen (mit Kommas) steht für Sachen 'which', nicht 'that'.

10. A – Auf 'despite' folgt direkt eine Nominalphrase; 'in spite' braucht 'of', und 'although' verlangt einen Nebensatz.
11. B – 'Should have' + Partizip Perfekt drückt Kritik an einer vergangenen Handlung aus, die nicht stattgefunden

hat.
12. D – Dieser gemischte Bedingungssatz (mixed conditional) verknüpft eine Bedingung in der Vergangenheit mit

einer Folge in der Gegenwart, daher ist 'would be' nötig.
13. C – Auf 'Hardly' folgt 'when', nicht 'than' ('No sooner' steht mit 'than').
14. A – Die doppelte Komparativstruktur lautet 'the more..., the more...'.
15. B – Auf 'deny' folgt ein Gerundium, hier das Gerundium Perfekt 'having taken'.
16. B – 'Regret to inform' wird verwendet, um schlechte Nachrichten mitzuteilen; 'regret informing' würde bedeuten,

eine vergangene Handlung zu bedauern.
17. C – Ein Projekt zu 'shelve' bedeutet, es zu verschieben oder auf Eis zu legen.
18. B – 'Come in for criticism' bedeutet, Kritik einstecken zu müssen.
19. D – Die feste Kollokation lautet 'strike a balance'.
20. B – 'Up in the air' bedeutet, dass etwas noch nicht entschieden ist.
21. A – Die natürliche Kollokation ist 'take responsibility for'.
22. C – 'Unworkable' (un- + work + -able) bedeutet, dass etwas nicht in die Praxis umsetzbar ist.
23. D – 'Significant increase' ist eine gängige Kollokation; die anderen Adjektive lassen sich nicht mit 'increase'

verbinden.
24. C – Wenn ein Argument nicht 'hold water', ist es nicht glaubwürdig oder nicht schlüssig.
25. B – 'Meticulous' bedeutet sehr sorgfältig und äußerst detailgenau.
26. D – 'Fundamentally different' ist die natürliche Kollokation und bedeutet 'grundlegend verschieden'.
27. A – 'Make do with' bedeutet, mit etwas auskommen, das nicht ideal ist.
28. C – 'Upbeat' bedeutet positiv und optimistisch und steht im Kontrast zu 'despite several setbacks'.
29. B – Das Nomen zu 'implement' lautet 'implementation'.
30. C – 'Tell me about it' ist eine umgangssprachliche Art zu zeigen, dass man den Frust einer anderen Person teilt.
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31. C – 'Had it not been for' ist die invertierte Form von 'If it hadn't been for' im Bedingungssatz Typ 3.
32. A – Auf invertiertes 'Should' im Bedingungssatz Typ 1 folgt der Infinitiv ohne 'to' (bare infinitive).
33. B – 'Whose' drückt Besitz aus und steht direkt vor dem Nomen.
34. D – Bei der Inversion 'So + Adjektiv + be + Subjekt' bildet das Adjektiv 'great' eine Kollokation mit 'demand'.
35. C – Auf 'would sooner' folgt bei gleichem Subjekt der Infinitiv ohne 'to'.
36. B – 'Little' als verneinendes Adverbial am Satzanfang erfordert Inversion mit 'did'.
37. D – Die Partizipialkonstruktion muss dasselbe Subjekt wie der Hauptsatz haben; 'she' hat den Bericht

fertiggestellt.
38. B – Die Spaltsatzstruktur (cleft sentence) lautet 'It was not until... that...'.
39. C – 'Adjektiv + as + Subjekt + Verb' ist eine konzessive Struktur mit der Bedeutung 'although it is brilliant'.
40. C – 'The number of' verlangt ein Verb im Singular, daher muss es 'has risen' heißen.
41. B – 'Suppose' mit einer gedachten Situation in Gegenwart oder Zukunft und 'would' verlangt das Past Simple.
42. C – 'Wait for' braucht seine Präposition, die in formellen Relativsätzen vor 'which' rückt; 'that' kann nicht nach

einer Präposition stehen.
43. D – 'Under no circumstances' ist bereits verneinend und verlangt daher Inversion mit einem bejahten Modalverb:

'should the door be'.
44. B – Invertiertes 'Were + Subjekt + to-Infinitiv' ist eine formelle Art, eine hypothetische Bedingung auszudrücken.
45. B – Der Autor schreibt, dass der Reflex, leere Zeit zu füllen, 'may come at a price', und dass Langeweile nützlich

sein könnte.
46. A – Laut Text ist Langeweile wie Hunger 'unpleasant in itself, but valuable', weil sie zu Veränderung anregt.
47. D – Teilnehmende, die zuerst eine langweilige Aufgabe bekamen, 'produced more original ideas' als diejenigen,

die direkt mit der kreativen Übung begannen.
48. C – In diesem Kontext bedeutet 'yields a breakthrough' so viel wie 'produces a breakthrough'.
49. B – Der Autor verbindet chronische Langeweile mit 'poorer wellbeing' und stellt sie 'brief periods of unstructured

time' gegenüber.
50. D – Der Autor sieht die Herausforderung darin, 'noticing when we turn to it automatically', und lädt die

Leserinnen und Leser ein, freie Minuten einfach verstreichen zu lassen.

Hinweise für Lehrkräfte: Die Punktzahl dient als Orientierung: Ab 40 richtigen Antworten beherrscht die
lernende Person das Niveau C1 sicher, bei 30–39 befindet sie sich auf dem Weg zu C1, unter 30 ist eine
Einstufung auf B2 sinnvoll. Der Test zielt auf typische Fehler fortgeschrittener Lernender ab, etwa fehlende
Inversion nach verneinenden Adverbialen, falsche Verbmuster (suggest, deny, regret), unverbundene
Partizipialkonstruktionen (dangling participles) und unpassende Kollokationen. Werten Sie falsche Antworten
nach Kategorien aus und vertiefen Sie anschließend gezielt Inversion und Kollokationen – die Bereiche, die
Lernenden auf diesem Niveau erfahrungsgemäß die meisten Schwierigkeiten bereiten.
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