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Choose the best option (A, B, C or D) for each question.

Part 1: Must, might or can't?

Read each situation and choose the modal verb that fits best.

1. Carmen has three dogs and two cats, and she volunteers at an animal shelter. She  love
animals.
A can't B mustn't C must D might not

2. This  be the right address. There's no house here, only a car park.
A must B can't C might D could

3. I don't know what's in the box. It  be a present from my aunt – she sometimes sends me
things.
A must B can't C mustn't D might

4. Everyone in the restaurant is smiling and all the plates are empty. The food  be good.
A must B can't C mustn't D might not

5. Mr Novak is only 35. He  be Lucy's grandfather!
A must B might C can't D may

6. Don't eat that yogurt. It  be old – I don't remember when I bought it.
A must B can't C has to D might

7. Ravi  be at the gym. His sports bag is still here by the door.
A can't B must C might D mustn't

8. The museum  be open on Mondays. Let's check the website before we go.
A mustn't B might not C doesn't might D can't to

9. Wei is wearing a hospital uniform and carrying a medical bag. She  be a nurse.
A can't B mustn't C must D might not

10. Please be quiet. The children  be sleeping now – it's ten o'clock at night.
A can't B mustn't C might to D must

Part 2: Form and common mistakes

Choose the correct form, the correct sentence, or the part of the sentence that contains a mistake.

11. Choose the correct sentence.
A She must be work from home today. B She must be working from home today.
C She must working from home today. D She must to be working from home today.

12. Find the mistake: 'Look at her new car! She must earns a lot of money.'
A Look at B new car C must earns D a lot of
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13.  he be lost? He's never been to this city before.
A Could B Must C Can't D Might to

14. Paula  Spanish – her passport is from Brazil.
A mustn't be B can't be C doesn't must be D can't is

15. Choose the correct sentence.
A They might are on the train now. B They might be on the train now.
C They might being on the train now. D They mights be on the train now.

16. Where are the twins? They  in the garden – I can hear them laughing.
A must play B must be playing C must playing D must to play

17. Find the mistake: 'Somebody is calling you. It can be your mum – she always calls at six.'
A is calling B can be C always calls D at six

18. Which question means 'Is it possible that this is the right bus?'
A Could this be the right bus? B Must this be the right bus?
C Could be this the right bus? D Can't this is the right bus?

Part 3: Reading – The kitchen mystery

Read the text and answer the questions.

When Nadia and her brother Leo got home on Saturday evening, the kitchen was a mess. There were
small muddy footprints across the floor, and the sandwich Leo had left on the table was half-eaten.

'Someone must have been in here,' said Leo.

'It can't be a burglar,' said Nadia. 'Look – the TV and the laptop are still here. And these footprints are
tiny. It must be an animal.'

Leo looked at the window. It was open a little. 'You're right. It might be the cat from next door. She
sometimes sits on our wall.'

'It can't be her,' said Nadia. 'Mrs Osei told me yesterday that she's taking the cat to her sister's
house for the weekend.'

Just then they heard a noise from the cupboard under the sink. Leo opened it slowly. A small grey
dog looked up at them, with bread on its nose.

'Oh! It must be Biscuit, the new puppy from number twelve,' laughed Nadia. 'The Tanakas will be
worried. They might be looking for him right now.'

19. Why is Nadia sure that the visitor wasn't a burglar?
A The window was closed. B Nothing valuable was missing.
C The footprints were very big. D Leo saw the animal earlier.

20. Leo's idea about the cat from next door is…
A a certain fact. B a possibility.
C something impossible. D an order.

21. Why does Nadia say 'It can't be her'?
A The cat is too big to get in. B The cat is away for the weekend.
C The cat never sits on the wall. D Mrs Osei doesn't have a cat.
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22. 'It must be Biscuit' means…
A I'm sure it's Biscuit. B Perhaps it's Biscuit.
C I'm sure it isn't Biscuit. D It has to be Biscuit because of a rule.

23. Which sentence from the text is a guess about something that is possibly happening at the moment?
A Someone must have been in here. B It must be an animal.
C They might be looking for him right now. D It can't be a burglar.

24. The footprints were very small, so the visitor  be a person.
A must B can't C might D mustn't

Part 4: Responses, meaning and past deductions

Choose the best response or the correct option to complete each sentence.

25. A: Kemal has just run a marathon. B: 
A He can't be really tired. B He must to be tired.
C He mustn't be tired. D He must be really tired.

26. A: Is that Grace's sister? They look exactly the same! B: 
A Yes, they can't be twins. B They must be twins.
C They mustn't be twins. D They might are twins.

27. A: Who's that woman talking to the head teacher? B: I don't know. She  be a new teacher,
or maybe she's a parent.
A must B can't C might D mustn't

28. Yusuf studied every day, but he still failed the exam. The exam  very difficult.
A must be B must have been C must had been D can't have been

29. Fatima already knows about the meeting. She  my email.
A can't have read B might not read C must read D must have read

30. Your friend tells you some surprising news, and you say 'You can't be serious!' You mean…
A I think you are joking because I can't believe it.
B You are not allowed to be serious.
C You are not able to be serious.
D I'm sure you are serious.
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Test 2

1 C 2 B 3 D 4 A 5 C 6 D 7 A 8 B 9 C 10 D

11 B 12 C 13 A 14 B 15 B 16 B 17 B 18 A 19 B 20 B

21 B 22 A 23 C 24 B 25 D 26 B 27 C 28 B 29 D 30 A

Explanations

1. C – The evidence is very strong, so we use 'must' to show we are sure.
2. B – We use 'can't' when we are sure something is impossible.
3. D – The speaker is not sure, so 'might' shows it is only a possibility.
4. A – The clues lead to a confident conclusion, so 'must' is correct.
5. C – A 35-year-old being a grandfather of a schoolgirl is impossible, so we use 'can't'.
6. D – The speaker is unsure, so 'might' expresses possibility.
7. A – Without his bag he is surely not at the gym, so 'can't' shows impossibility.
8. B – 'Might not' is the correct negative form for a possibility that something isn't true.
9. C – The uniform and bag are strong evidence, so 'must' shows certainty.

10. D – It is late, so the speaker is confident they are sleeping and uses 'must'.
11. B – For an action happening now we use must + be + -ing.
12. C – After a modal verb we use the base form without -s: 'must earn'.
13. A – We often use 'Could' to ask about a possibility in questions.
14. B – The negative of 'must' for deduction is 'can't be', not 'mustn't be', which means it is not allowed.
15. B – Modal verbs never change form and are followed by the base form 'be'.
16. B – The action is happening now, so we need must + be + -ing.
17. B – For a guess about a specific situation we use 'must', 'might' or 'could', not 'can'.
18. A – In questions the word order is Could + subject + be, and 'could' expresses possibility.
19. B – Nadia points out that the TV and the laptop are still there.
20. B – He says 'It might be the cat', and 'might' shows only possibility.
21. B – Mrs Osei is taking the cat to her sister's house for the weekend.
22. A – 'Must' for deduction shows the speaker is sure, not that there is a rule.
23. C – 'Might be looking' uses might + be + -ing for a possible action in progress now.
24. B – Tiny footprints make it impossible for the visitor to be a person, so we use 'can't'.
25. D – After running a marathon it is logical to be sure he is tired, so 'must be' is correct.
26. B – Looking exactly the same is strong evidence, so 'must be' is the logical response.
27. C – B gives two possible answers, so 'might' shows uncertainty.
28. B – For a confident deduction about the past we use must + have + past participle.
29. D – We are sure about a past action, so we use 'must have read'; 'must read' would mean an obligation.
30. A – 'You can't be serious!' is a common way to show disbelief, using 'can't' for deduction.

Notes for teachers: Use this test after presenting must, might and can't for deduction, or as revision before
moving on to past modals. It targets common B1 errors: using mustn't instead of can't for negative certainty,
adding 'to' or a verb ending after a modal, using 'can' for a specific possibility, and confusing deduction with
obligation. As follow-up, give students mystery pictures or situations and ask them to make deductions with
each modal, then justify their level of certainty.
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