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Choose the best option (A, B, C or D) for each question.

Part 1: Meaning

Choose the option that has the same meaning as the phrasal verb, or the phrasal verb that matches the
definition.

1. Please turn down the music. I'm trying to study. 'Turn down' here means:
A make louder B make quieter
C switch off completely D change to another song

2. I gave up chocolate for a month because I wanted to be healthier. 'Gave up' means:
A bought more B tried for the first time
C stopped eating D shared with others

3. Can you look after my cat while I'm on holiday? 'Look after' means:
A take care of B search for C take a photo of D play with

4. We had to put off the meeting until Friday. 'Put off' means:
A cancel completely B move to an earlier time
C postpone D finish early

5. I came across some old photos while I was cleaning my room. 'Came across' means:
A threw away B found by chance
C looked at carefully D lost

6. Sofia really takes after her grandmother. They both love painting and have the same smile. 'Takes
after' means:
A looks after B is similar to C visits often D lives with

7. Which phrasal verb means 'to continue doing something'?
A turn on B put on C take on D carry on

8. Sorry, we've run out of milk. 'Run out of' means:
A have no more B have a lot of C have just bought D have spilled

9. Can you pick me up from the station at six? 'Pick me up from' means:
A drop me off at B phone me at C collect me from D leave me at

10. Which phrasal verb means 'to discover a fact or information'?
A give out B find out C take out D break out

Part 2: Choosing the right verb or particle

Choose the word or words that best complete each sentence.

11. Could you  this form, please? Just write your name and address in the boxes.
A fill up B fill down C fill in D fill over
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12. I'm really looking  the holidays. I need a rest!
A forward for B forward to C for to D up to

13. It's cold outside, so  on your coat.
A wear B take C dress D put

14. Please take  your shoes when you come into the house.
A off B out C away D down

15. I don't know what this word means. I'll look it  in the dictionary.
A over B out C up D after

16. Mia and her sister  really well. They never argue.
A get by B get over C get off D get on

17. It took Leo two weeks to  his cold.
A get up B get over C get off D get away

18. The firefighters arrived quickly and  the fire.
A put off B put away C put out D put up

19. Don't  up! You're nearly at the finish line.
A take B give C put D make

20. I've lost my keys. Can you help me  them?
A look for B look after C look up D look out

Part 3: Word order, errors and word families

Choose the correct sentence, find the mistake, choose the best response or choose the correct word.

21. I can't hear the TV. Choose the correct sentence.
A Please turn up it. B Please it turn up.
C Please turn up to it. D Please turn it up.

22. Choose the correct sentence.
A She looks after her little brother every afternoon.
B She looks her little brother after every afternoon.
C She looks after every afternoon her little brother.
D She after looks her little brother every afternoon.

23. Find the mistake: We ran out of petrol on the motorway, so we called a friend to pick up us.
A ran out of B on the motorway C called a friend D pick up us

24. Find the mistake: I'm really looking forward to see you next weekend.
A I'm really B looking forward C to see D next weekend

25. A: Our car broke down again this morning. B: 
A Great! It's working perfectly. B Really? Where did you buy it?
C Oh no! Did you call a mechanic? D Yes, it's very fast.

26. A: Excuse me, can I try on these jeans? B: 
A No, they're too cheap. B Sure, the changing rooms are over there.
C Yes, they're in the washing machine. D Of course, you can pay by card.

27. Please keep your seatbelt fastened during the .
A take-off B taken off C took off D taking out
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28. We were late because of a  on the motorway: a lorry had stopped working.
A breakthrough B break-up C breakdown D breakout

29. Jamal set up his own small business last year. 'Set up' means:
A closed B started C sold D visited

30. In which sentence does 'turn up' mean 'arrive'?
A Can you turn up the heating?
B Please turn up the volume.
C She turned up the radio to hear the news.
D Only five people turned up to the party.
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Answer key – Common Phrasal Verbs – Test 1
1 B 2 C 3 A 4 C 5 B 6 B 7 D 8 A 9 C 10 B

11 C 12 B 13 D 14 A 15 C 16 D 17 B 18 C 19 B 20 A

21 D 22 A 23 D 24 C 25 C 26 B 27 A 28 C 29 B 30 D

Explanations

1. B – 'Turn down' the music means reduce the volume, so it becomes quieter.
2. C – 'Give up' something means stop doing or having it.
3. A – 'Look after' means take care of someone or something.
4. C – 'Put off' means move an event to a later time, which is to postpone it.
5. B – 'Come across' means find something without looking for it.
6. B – 'Take after' means look or behave like an older family member.
7. D – 'Carry on' means continue, as in 'Carry on working'.
8. A – 'Run out of' something means have none of it left.
9. C – 'Pick someone up' means go and collect them, usually by car.

10. B – 'Find out' means discover information, as in 'I found out the truth'.
11. C – We 'fill in' a form when we write information in the spaces.
12. B – The correct phrase is 'look forward to' something.
13. D – We 'put on' clothes; 'wear' is never followed by 'on' in this meaning.
14. A – We 'take off' clothes and shoes to remove them.
15. C – 'Look something up' means search for information in a dictionary or book.
16. D – 'Get on (well)' means have a good, friendly relationship.
17. B – 'Get over' an illness means recover from it.
18. C – 'Put out' a fire means stop it burning.
19. B – 'Give up' means stop trying, which fits the encouragement 'Don't...!'.
20. A – 'Look for' means try to find something you have lost.
21. D – With separable phrasal verbs, a pronoun must go between the verb and the particle: 'turn it up'.
22. A – 'Look after' cannot be separated, and the object comes directly after it.
23. D – The pronoun must go between the verb and particle: 'pick us up'.
24. C – After 'look forward to' we use the -ing form: 'to seeing you'.
25. C – 'Break down' means stop working, so a sympathetic reply about a mechanic fits.
26. B – 'Try on' means put clothes on to see if they fit, so the changing rooms are the logical answer.
27. A – 'Take-off' is the noun for the moment a plane leaves the ground.
28. C – A 'breakdown' is when a vehicle or machine stops working.
29. B – 'Set up' a business means start or create it.
30. D – Here 'turned up' means came or arrived; in the other sentences it means increase.

Notes for teachers: Use Part 1 as a warm-up on meaning, Part 2 to check particle choice and collocation, and
Part 3 for word order, error spotting and word families. Typical errors targeted include putting a pronoun after
the particle (pick up us), separating inseparable verbs (look her after) and using an infinitive after 'look
forward to'. As a follow-up, ask students to write a short story that uses ten of the phrasal verbs from the test.
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