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Grammar
ORIGINALS 30 questions - 30 min

Present Perfect vs Past Simple - Test 1
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Choose the correct option (A, B, C or D) for each question.

I Part 1: Form and basic use

Choose the correct verb form to complete each sentence.

I Take this test online
2 and check your

'! answers instantly

1. We ———— to Spain last summer.
A went B have gone C have been D go
2. Maria ———— in this company since 2018.
A works B worked C has worked D have worked
3. ——— you ever eaten sushi?
A Did B Have C Has D Were
4.1 ——— that film yesterday evening.
A have seen B saw C have saw D seen
5. Tom ——— his homework yet.
A doesn't finish B hasn't finished C haven't finished D hasn't finish
6. When ——— your driving test?
A have you passed B did you pass C you passed D did you passed
7. My parents ————— married for twenty-five years. They're celebrating next week.
A were B have been C are D has been
8. She —————— to London three times this year.
A has been B was C have been Dis
9. | have never —— a horse.
A rode B ridden C ride D rided
10. They ———— here in 2015, and they still live here.
A moved B have moved C move D has moved

I Part 2: Time expressions and meaning

Choose the correct sentence, word or meaning.

11. Which sentence is correct?
A | have visited Rome in 2019. B | visited Rome in 2019.
C | have visit Rome in 2019. D | did visited Rome in 2019.

12. Which sentence is correct?
A Have you seen Anna last week? B Did you saw Anna last week?
C Did you see Anna last week? D Have you see Anna last week?
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

I've lived in this flat three years.

A since B for C ago D during
Leo started his new job two weeks

A ago B since C for D already
We haven't spoken to each other the party in May.

A for B ago C since D yet

| haven't finished my report

A yet B already C ever D since
"Sara has gone to Paris." What does this mean?

A Sara is in Paris now or is on her way there.
B Sara visited Paris and has come back.

C Sara went to Paris many years ago.

D Sara is going to go to Paris next month.

"Sara has been to Paris." What does this mean?
A Sara is in Paris at the moment.

B Sara visited Paris at some time and came back.

C Sara lives in Paris.
D Sara is travelling to Paris tomorrow.

| ———— my grandmother when | was a child.

A often visited B have often visited

This is the best pizza |

A have ever eaten B had ever eat

I Part 3: Errors and conversations

C have visited often D often have visited

C ever have eaten D has ever eaten

For questions 21-24, choose the part of the sentence that is wrong. For questions 25-30, choose the
best option.

21. Which part is wrong? "I have lived in Madrid when | was a student."

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

A have lived B in Madrid C when D was
Which part is wrong? "She has bought a new phone two days ago."

A has bought B a new C two days D ago
Which part is wrong? "Have you ever went to Canada?"

A Have B ever C went D to Canada
Which part is wrong? "l know Peter since we were at school together."

A know B since C were D together
A: Have you ever been to Japan? B:

A Yes, | went there in 2020.
C Yes, I've been there last year.

B Yes, | have gone there in 2020.
D Yes, | go there in 2020.

A: I've just finished writing my first novel! B: Congratulations!

A How long did it take you to write it?
C How long it took you to write it?
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B How long have you taken to write it?
D How long did it took you to write it?
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27. A: ————— B: Since last October.

A How long have you studied Chinese? B When did you study Chinese?

C How long did you study Chinese? D When have you started studying Chinese?
28.I'm so tired. | ———— well for days.

A haven't slept B didn't sleep C don't sleep D wasn't sleeping
29. Shakespeare —————— many famous plays.

A wrote B has written C have written D writes
30. Julia —— three books so far, and she's working on her fourth.

A wrote B has written C have written D had written

© PDFTests.com — Free for personal and classroom use www.pdftests.com - 3/4



PDFTests.com

Answer key m

ORIGINALS

Answer key - Present Perfect vs Past Simple - Test 1

TA 2C 3B 4B 5B 6B 7B 8A 9B 10A
1B 12C 13B 14 A 15C 16 A 17 A 18 B 19A 20A
21A 22A 23C 24 A 25A 26 A 27 A 28 A 29A 30B

I Explanations

© 00 N O O b WN P

NN NNRERRRPRRERERRR R B
W NP O WOOWwSNOOOOMOWNIERO

24.
25.
26.

27

. A -"'Last summer' is a finished time in the past, so we use the past simple.

. C — With 'since' for a situation that continues to now, we use the present perfect; 'Maria' takes 'has'.

. B - Questions about life experience with 'ever' use the present perfect: Have you ever + past participle.
. B —"'Yesterday evening' is finished time, so the past simple 'saw' is correct.

. B -"Yet' in negatives goes with the present perfect: hasn't + past participle (finished).

. B — Questions with 'When' ask about a specific past time, so we use the past simple: did + base form.

. B - The marriage started in the past and continues now, so we use the present perfect with 'for'".

. A -'This year' is unfinished time and we are counting experiences, so the present perfect 'has been' is correct.
. B - The present perfect needs the past participle; the past participle of 'ride' is 'ridden'.

. A -"In 2015" is a specific finished time, so the past simple 'moved' is correct.

. B - A specific past date like 'in 2019' requires the past simple.

. C - 'Last week' is finished time, so we use the past simple question: Did + subject + base form.

. B —We use 'for' with a period of time (three years).

. A -"'Ago' comes after a period of time and goes with the past simple.

. C - We use 'since' with a starting point in time (the party in May).

. A -"Yet'is used at the end of negative present perfect sentences.

. A -"'Has gone' means the person went and has not come back yet.

. B —"Has been to' describes a past visit or experience; the person has returned.

. A -"When | was a child' is a finished period, so we use the past simple.

. A — After a superlative we use the present perfect with 'ever': | have ever eaten.

. A -"When | was a student' is finished time, so it should be 'l lived".

. A -"'Ago' needs the past simple, so it should be 'She bought'.

. C —The present perfect uses 'have' plus the past participle, so 'went' must change to 'been': 'Have you ever

been to Canada?’

A - A situation continuing from the past with 'since' needs the present perfect: 'l have known'.
A - When we give a specific past time (in 2020), we change to the past simple.

A - The writing is finished, so we ask with the past simple: did + subject + base form (take).

. A -"Since last October' answers 'How long have you...?', which asks about time up to now.
28.
29.
30.

A - 'For days' describes a period continuing up to now, so we use the present perfect.
A - Shakespeare's life is finished, so we use the past simple.
B - 'So far' means up to now, so we use the present perfect; Julia' takes 'has'.

Notes for teachers: Use Part 1to check form, Part 2 to focus on time expressions and meaning, and Part 3 for
error spotting and conversational use. The test targets typical B1 errors: present perfect with finished time
expressions (yesterday, ago, in 2019), present simple instead of present perfect with for/since, and 'Did you
ever...?" instead of 'Have you ever...?". As a follow-up, ask students to write five 'Have you ever...?' questions,
interview a partner, and then ask past simple follow-up questions (When? Where? Who with?).
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