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Read each text carefully and choose the best answer (A, B, C or D) for each question.

Part 1: A notice

Read the notice from a sports centre and answer questions 1-6.

RIVERSIDE SPORTS CENTRE – IMPORTANT CHANGES FROM 1 MARCH

Dear members,

We are pleased to announce that work on our new swimming pool will begin on 1 March. The project
will take about three months, and we expect the new pool to open in early June. During this time, the
old pool will be closed, but all other areas of the centre, including the gym and the sports hall, will
stay open as usual.

We understand that many of you swim regularly, so we have made an agreement with Hillside
Leisure Centre, which is a fifteen-minute bus ride away. Members can use the pool there for free
between 7 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday to Friday. Just show your Riverside membership card at
reception. Please note that this offer does not include evenings or weekends.

Children's swimming lessons will also move to Hillside. The lessons will take place at the same times
as before, and parents do not need to book again. However, the Saturday morning class for
beginners will be cancelled until June, and families will receive a full refund.

Because of the building work, the main car park will be smaller than usual. We recommend that you
come by bike or public transport if possible. Extra bike racks have been put next to the main
entrance.

Finally, we would like to apologise for any noise during the work. Builders will only work between 8
a.m. and 5 p.m., so evening classes should not be affected.

If you have any questions, please speak to a member of staff at reception.

Thank you for your patience.

The Riverside Team

1. What is the main purpose of this notice?
A To invite members to the opening of a new sports centre
B To explain what will change while a new pool is built
C To ask members to help pay for a new swimming pool
D To advertise swimming lessons at Hillside Leisure Centre

2. When can a Riverside member swim at Hillside for free?
A On Saturday at 10 a.m. B On Wednesday at 7 p.m.
C On Tuesday at 2 p.m. D On Sunday at 9 a.m.

© PDFTests.com – Free for personal and classroom use www.pdftests.com · 1/5



3. What will happen to most children's swimming lessons?
A Parents must book them again at Hillside.
B They will take place at Hillside at the usual times.
C They will all stop until the new pool opens.
D They will move to Saturday mornings.

4. Which of the following is TRUE according to the notice?
A The new pool will open in March.
B The gym will be closed during the work.
C Builders will sometimes work in the evenings.
D Families in the Saturday beginners' class will get their money back.

5. Why does the centre suggest that members come by bike or public transport?
A There will be fewer parking spaces than usual.
B The buses to the centre will be free.
C The car park will be closed at weekends.
D Cycling is good exercise before swimming.

6. In paragraph 5, 'evening classes should not be affected' means that evening classes .
A will probably be cancelled B will move to Hillside
C will be more expensive D will probably continue as normal

Part 2: A magazine article

Read the article about a baker and answer questions 7-13.

While most people are asleep, Marco Bianchi is already hard at work. Every night at eleven o'clock,
he arrives at the small bakery he owns in the centre of town, puts on his apron and starts making
bread.

'People think I must be tired all the time,' he laughs, 'but my body got used to it after a few months. I
sleep from about three in the afternoon until ten at night. The hardest part is family life. My children
are at school when I wake up, so I only really see them at weekends.'

Marco didn't always want to be a baker. He studied engineering at university and worked in an office
for six years. 'The money was good, but I felt something was missing,' he explains. 'I wanted to make
something real with my hands.' At thirty-two, he left his job and spent a year learning from an
experienced baker in another city.

Opening his own bakery was not easy. In the first year, he made very little money and sometimes
wondered if he had made a terrible mistake. But slowly, word spread about his sourdough bread, and
now there is often a queue outside the door before the shop opens at seven.

Today Marco employs four people, and he has started giving free bread-making classes to
teenagers on Sunday afternoons. 'Young people often think the only good jobs are in offices,' he
says. 'I want to show them there are other choices.'

Does he ever regret his decision? 'Never,' he says, smiling. 'Well, maybe at four in the morning in
January!'
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7. What is the article mainly about?
A How to make good sourdough bread at home
B A man who changed his career and now runs a bakery
C The problems of working in an office
D Why bakeries are becoming more popular

8. According to Marco, what is the most difficult part of his job?
A Feeling tired all the time B Waking up at ten at night
C Not seeing his children very often D Making enough money

9. Why did Marco leave his office job?
A He was not paid enough.
B He wanted to do practical work with his hands.
C His company moved to another city.
D He had always dreamed of being a baker.

10. What did Marco do before he opened his bakery?
A He trained with an experienced baker for a year.
B He studied baking at university.
C He worked in a bakery for six years.
D He took classes on Sunday afternoons.

11. In paragraph 4, 'word spread about his sourdough bread' means that .
A Marco wrote about his bread online
B Marco's bread became cheaper
C more and more people heard about his bread
D Marco changed the name of his bread

12. Why does Marco give free classes to teenagers?
A To find new workers for his bakery
B To show them that good jobs are not only in offices
C Because the teenagers asked him to
D To earn extra money at weekends

13. What does Marco's final comment suggest?
A He is thinking of closing the bakery in winter.
B He wishes he had stayed in his office job.
C He is happy with his choice, although cold, early mornings can be hard.
D He only works at four in the morning in January.

Part 3: A short story

Read the story and answer questions 14-20.

Kofi had been looking forward to the weekend for weeks. He was taking the train to visit his
grandmother, who lived by the sea, and he planned to spend the journey reading.

About an hour after the train left, a young woman sitting opposite him got off at a small station. She
was in such a hurry that she left a notebook on the seat. Kofi picked it up and ran to the door, but it
was too late – the train was already moving, and the woman was nowhere to be seen.

He opened the notebook, hoping to find a name or a phone number. Instead, he found pages and
pages of drawings: old buildings, trees, the faces of people on trains. They were beautiful. On the
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last page there was a sketch of a young man reading a book, and Kofi realised with surprise that the
man was him.

At the back of the notebook, in tiny letters, he found an email address. That evening, at his
grandmother's house, he wrote a short message explaining what had happened.

The reply came the next morning. The woman, whose name was Elena, was an art student. She had
been terribly worried, she wrote, because the notebook contained a whole year of work for her final
exam. She couldn't thank him enough.

When he got home, Kofi posted the notebook back to her. A few days later, a small parcel arrived at
his flat. Inside was the drawing of him on the train, now in a simple wooden frame, with a note that
said: 'For the honest reader.'

14. Why was Kofi on the train?
A He was going to an art exam.
B He was going to visit his grandmother.
C He was going home after a holiday by the sea.
D He was going to meet Elena.

15. Why couldn't Kofi return the notebook to the woman immediately?
A He didn't notice it until the end of the journey.
B She refused to take it back.
C The train had already left the station and she had gone.
D He was asleep when she got off.

16. What surprised Kofi when he looked at the last page?
A It had Elena's phone number on it.
B It was a drawing of him.
C It was the only page without a drawing.
D It had a drawing of his grandmother's house.

17. How did Kofi contact the owner of the notebook?
A He phoned the small station.
B He gave it to the train staff.
C He sent a message to an email address he found in it.
D He waited for her at the next station.

18. In paragraph 5, 'She couldn't thank him enough' means that Elena .
A was extremely grateful B forgot to thank him
C was not very pleased D thanked him only once

19. Why had Elena been so worried?
A She thought someone had stolen her phone.
B She had missed her train.
C The notebook had important work for her final exam in it.
D She had drawn Kofi without asking him.

20. Why did Elena write 'For the honest reader' on her note?
A Because Kofi had sent her a book to read
B Because Kofi was reading on the train and returned her notebook
C Because she wanted Kofi to read her notebook again
D Because Kofi had told her he loved reading stories
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Answer key – Reading Comprehension – Test 2
1 B 2 C 3 B 4 D 5 A 6 D 7 B 8 C 9 B 10 A

11 C 12 B 13 C 14 B 15 C 16 B 17 C 18 A 19 C 20 B

Explanations

1. B – The notice describes the building work and how it affects the pool, lessons, parking and noise.
2. C – The free offer is from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays only, so Tuesday at 2 p.m. is the only possible time.
3. B – The lessons move to Hillside at the same times as before, and parents do not need to book again.
4. D – The notice says the Saturday beginners' class is cancelled and families will receive a full refund.
5. A – The main car park will be smaller because of the building work.
6. D – 'Not affected' means not changed or disturbed, because the builders finish at 5 p.m.
7. B – The article tells the story of Marco's move from engineering to baking and describes his life now.
8. C – He says 'The hardest part is family life' because he only really sees his children at weekends.
9. B – He says the money was good, but he 'wanted to make something real with my hands'.

10. A – After leaving his job, he 'spent a year learning from an experienced baker in another city'.
11. C – When 'word spreads', people tell each other about something, so it becomes better known.
12. B – He says he wants to show young people 'there are other choices' besides office jobs.
13. C – He says he never regrets his decision, then jokes that very early winter mornings are the only difficult

moments.
14. B – The story says he was taking the train to visit his grandmother, who lived by the sea.
15. C – When he reached the door, 'the train was already moving, and the woman was nowhere to be seen'.
16. B – He 'realised with surprise' that the young man reading in the sketch was him.
17. C – He found an email address at the back of the notebook and wrote a message that evening.
18. A – This expression means someone is so grateful that no amount of thanks feels like enough.
19. C – The notebook 'contained a whole year of work for her final exam'.
20. B – She drew him while he was reading, and he was honest because he sent back her notebook.

Notes for teachers: Each section can be done separately, or all three can be set as one 30-minute test. The
questions target common B1 reading problems: picking a distractor that repeats words from the text, missing
negatives and exceptions (e.g. 'this offer does not include evenings'), and reading idioms literally. As follow-
up, ask students to underline the evidence for each answer, or to write a short reply to the notice or a
summary of the story.
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