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Choose the best option (A, B, C or D) for each question.

Part 1: Verb + noun collocations

Choose the verb that forms the correct collocation with the noun.

1. Sorry, I  a mistake when I wrote down your phone number.
A did B made C took D had

2. Could you  me a favour and water my plants while I'm away?
A give B make C do D take

3. Please  attention to the safety instructions before you start.
A pay B make C do D put

4. Liam has  a lot of progress with his Spanish this year.
A got B done C taken D made

5. The school needs to  action before the problem gets worse.
A do B take C make D put

6. Hiroshi  his word and called me back the same day.
A held B did C kept D stayed

7. The small bakery  a profit for the first time last year.
A made B did C won D took

8. Several guests  a complaint about the noise from the street.
A said B told C did D made

9. I'd like to  this opportunity to thank everyone for their help.
A take B make C do D catch

10. The campaign aims to  awareness of plastic pollution in the ocean.
A rise B raise C lift D grow

Part 2: Adjective and adverb collocations

Choose the word or sentence that sounds natural to a competent English speaker.

11. There was  rain all night, so some roads were flooded.
A strong B big C heavy D thick

12. I need a cup of  coffee to wake me up.
A heavy B strong C powerful D hard

13. I'm  sorry for arriving so late.
A terribly B highly C strongly D bitterly
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14. We were  disappointed when the concert was cancelled.
A heavily B strongly C highly D bitterly

15. It is  unlikely that the train will arrive on time in this weather.
A strongly B highly C heavily D deeply

16. Maria has  hopes of winning the competition.
A tall B long C high D deep

17. I'm afraid there's only a  chance of finding your wallet.
A thin B narrow C light D slim

18. Which sentence is correct?
A Professor Okafor has a heavy knowledge of ancient history.
B Professor Okafor has a deep knowledge of ancient history.
C Professor Okafor has a high knowledge of ancient history.
D Professor Okafor has a big knowledge of ancient history.

19. Which sentence contains a collocation error?
A He gave me some useful advice.
B We had a great time at the party.
C She did a lot of effort to pass the exam.
D They took a short break after lunch.

20. A: 'I've got a terrible headache.' B: ' '
A Why don't you take a painkiller? B Why don't you drink a painkiller?
C Why don't you make a painkiller? D Why don't you do a painkiller?

Part 3: Collocations in context

Read the text. Then choose the best option for each gap (1–6) and answer the questions about meaning
and word families.

When Nadia moved to a new neighbourhood last year, she found it hard to (1) ___ friends. Most of her
neighbours were busy with work, and many families in the area were struggling to make ends meet.
Nadia noticed an empty piece of land behind the library and decided to (2) ___ a go at turning it into a
community garden.

At first, the project (3) ___ a lot of time and energy. Nadia had to get permission from the local
council, collect donations and persuade people that the idea was worth trying. Slowly, her efforts
began to bear fruit. Around twenty volunteers (4) ___ part in the first planting day, and some of them
brought their children.

Two years later, the garden is a (5) ___ success. Families grow their own vegetables, which helps
them save money, and older residents teach younger ones how to look after plants. According to
Nadia, the garden has also (6) ___ an important role in bringing people together. 'People used to walk
past each other without saying hello,' she says. 'Now they stop and chat.'

21. Gap (1): She found it hard to  friends.
A make B get C have D do

22. Gap (2): She decided to  a go at turning it into a community garden.
A make B do C put D have
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23. Gap (3): At first, the project  a lot of time and energy.
A spent B made C did D took

24. Gap (4): Around twenty volunteers  part in the first planting day.
A made B took C had D did

25. Gap (5): Two years later, the garden is a  success.
A heavy B strong C huge D deep

26. Gap (6): The garden has also  an important role in bringing people together.
A played B made C did D took

27. In the text, families 'struggling to make ends meet' are families who…
A find it difficult to make new friends
B are planning to move to a new home
C have just enough money, or not quite enough, for basic needs
D cannot finish their work on time

28. In the text, 'her efforts began to bear fruit' means her efforts…
A were forgotten B became more expensive
C began to grow vegetables D started to produce good results

29. Nadia is a very  person; she never gives up easily. (DETERMINE)
A determination B determined C determining D determinable

30. Each volunteer made a  contribution to the project. (SIGNIFY)
A significance B significantly C significant D signify
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Answer key B2

Answer key – Collocations – Test 1
1 B 2 C 3 A 4 D 5 B 6 C 7 A 8 D 9 A 10 B

11 C 12 B 13 A 14 D 15 B 16 C 17 D 18 B 19 C 20 A

21 A 22 D 23 D 24 B 25 C 26 A 27 C 28 D 29 B 30 C

Explanations

1. B – In English we say 'make a mistake', not 'do a mistake'.
2. C – The fixed expression is 'do someone a favour'.
3. A – 'Pay attention' is the standard collocation.
4. D – We 'make progress'; 'do progress' is a common learner error.
5. B – The correct collocation is 'take action'.
6. C – 'Keep your word' means to do what you promised.
7. A – A business 'makes a profit'.
8. D – We 'make a complaint' about something.
9. A – 'Take this opportunity to' is a fixed, formal expression.

10. B – 'Raise awareness' is correct; 'rise' is intransitive and cannot take an object.
11. C – Rain, snow and traffic are described as 'heavy', not 'strong'.
12. B – Coffee and tea with a lot of flavour are 'strong'.
13. A – 'Terribly sorry' is a natural intensifying collocation.
14. D – 'Bitterly disappointed' is the typical collocation for strong disappointment.
15. B – 'Highly unlikely' is the standard adverb + adjective collocation.
16. C – We say someone has 'high hopes'.
17. D – A very small possibility is a 'slim chance'.
18. B – Knowledge is described as 'deep' (or 'wide'), not heavy, high or big.
19. C – We 'make an effort', so 'did a lot of effort' is wrong.
20. A – In English we 'take' medicine or a painkiller.
21. A – The collocation is 'make friends'.
22. D – 'Have a go at (doing) something' means to try it.
23. D – A task 'takes' time and energy; people, not projects, 'spend' time.
24. B – 'Take part in' is the fixed expression meaning participate.
25. C – 'A huge success' is a natural adjective + noun collocation.
26. A – We 'play a role' in something.
27. C – 'Make ends meet' means to manage to pay for the basic things you need.
28. D – Here 'bear fruit' is used figuratively to mean produce good results.
29. B – An adjective is needed before 'person', and 'determined' describes someone who doesn't give up.
30. C – An adjective is needed before the noun, forming the collocation 'make a significant contribution'.

Notes for teachers: The test moves from common verb + noun collocations to adjective and adverb
combinations, and ends with collocations and idioms in a reading text. It targets typical learner errors such as
using do instead of make, using strong instead of heavy, and translating collocations word for word from the
first language. As a follow-up, ask students to keep a collocation notebook organised by key verbs, or to write
a short paragraph using five collocations they got wrong.
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