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Choose the best option (A, B, C or D) for each question.

Part 1: Meaning and word choice in context

Choose the word or meaning that best fits the academic context.

1. The researchers were unable to  their initial findings when they repeated the experiment
with a larger sample.
A resemble B imitate C replicate D retrieve

2. "The evidence for this theory is largely anecdotal." What does 'anecdotal' mean here?
A based on carefully controlled experiments
B based on personal accounts rather than systematic research
C widely accepted by experts
D impossible to verify in principle

3. Although the two studies used different methods, their conclusions were broadly .
A constant B consequent C considerate D consistent

4. The author's argument is  on the assumption that economic growth will continue
indefinitely.
A presumed B premised C prescribed D preceded

5. Choose the sentence in which 'inherent' is used correctly.
A She inherent a large sum of money from her grandmother.
B The results were inherent by the poor weather conditions.
C There are risks inherent in any new surgical procedure.
D The inherent of the theory is its simplicity.

6. The committee decided to  the policy until further research had been carried out.
A suppress B sustain C suspend D suspense

7. "The data were ambiguous." Which meaning is closest to 'ambiguous'?
A deliberately misleading B extremely detailed
C collected without permission D open to more than one interpretation

8. Which word is used incorrectly in this sentence? "The professor emphasised on the importance of
peer review in her opening lecture."
A importance B on C peer D opening

9. Her thesis offers a  analysis of migration patterns, examining economic, social and
environmental factors in depth.
A compressed B compulsive C comprehensible D comprehensive

10. The two variables appear to be related, but correlation does not necessarily  causation.
A imply B infer C insert D impose
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Part 2: Academic collocations

Choose the word or phrase that forms the most natural collocation.

11. The team  a survey of 2,000 households to investigate spending habits.
A conducted B made C held D gave

12. These new results  doubt on the earlier assumption that the drug was safe.
A put B laid C cast D gave

13. It is important to  a distinction between correlation and causation.
A take B give C do D draw

14. The new theory has  considerable attention among scholars in recent years.
A pulled B attracted C lifted D carried

15. Researchers must  strict ethical guidelines when working with human participants.
A obey to B comply C follow to D adhere to

16. The original hypothesis was  by a series of subsequent experiments.
A carried out B borne out C brought out D worn out

17. There is a  body of evidence suggesting that sleep plays a key role in memory.
A growing B rising C raising D climbing

18. The article  a number of important questions about data privacy.
A rises B arises C raises D lifts

19. The differences between the groups were  significant, meaning they were unlikely to be
due to chance.
A numerically B mathematically C calculably D statistically

20. Further research is needed to  the gap between theory and practice.
A bridge B connect C join D link

Part 3: Word families

Choose the correct form of the word in brackets to complete each sentence.

21. Rapid  has transformed many coastal cities over the past fifty years. (URBAN)
A urbanity B urbanise C urbanisation D urbanly

22. Critics have questioned the  of the survey results, pointing to the small sample size.
(VALID)
A validate B validity C validly D validness

23. The results were  with previous studies, so the team rechecked their data. (CONSISTENT)
A unconsistent B disconsistent C nonconsistent D inconsistent

24. The theory relies on a number of  assumptions that have never been properly tested.
(QUESTION)
A questionable B questioning C questionary D questionably

25. There is a strong  between income and life expectancy. (CORRELATE)
A correlate B correlative C correlation D correlated

26. The government's new policy has been  criticised by economists. (WIDE)
A widened B widely C wideness D wide

© PDFTests.com – Free for personal and classroom use www.pdftests.com · 2/5



27. Researchers must ensure the  of participants' personal data. (CONFIDENTIAL)
A confidence B confidently C confidentialness D confidentiality

28. Her findings  the claim that bilingual children develop better problem-solving skills.
(STRONG)
A strengthen B strongen C strengthy D strongly

29. The sample was not  of the wider population, so the conclusions cannot be generalised.
(REPRESENT)
A representation B representative C representing D represented

30. The author's argument is rather  because it ignores several key factors. (SIMPLE)
A simplicity B simply C simplistic D simplify
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Answer key – Academic Vocabulary – Test 1
1 C 2 B 3 D 4 B 5 C 6 C 7 D 8 B 9 D 10 A

11 A 12 C 13 D 14 B 15 D 16 B 17 A 18 C 19 D 20 A

21 C 22 B 23 D 24 A 25 C 26 B 27 D 28 A 29 B 30 C

Explanations

1. C – To 'replicate' findings means to obtain the same results again when an experiment is repeated.
2. B – Anecdotal evidence comes from individual stories or experiences, not from systematic research.
3. D – 'Consistent' means in agreement with each other, which is the meaning needed here.
4. B – 'Premised on' means based on a particular assumption or idea.
5. C – 'Inherent' is an adjective meaning existing as a natural, permanent part of something, and it is often followed

by 'in'.
6. C – To 'suspend' a policy means to stop it temporarily, which matches 'until further research'.
7. D – 'Ambiguous' means something can be understood in more than one way.
8. B – 'Emphasise' is a transitive verb and takes no preposition: 'emphasised the importance'.
9. D – 'Comprehensive' means complete and covering all aspects; 'comprehensible' only means easy to

understand.
10. A – 'Imply' means to suggest something as a logical consequence; people 'infer', but facts do not.
11. A – In academic English we 'conduct' a survey, study or experiment.
12. C – 'Cast doubt on something' is a fixed collocation meaning to make it seem less certain.
13. D – 'Draw a distinction between' is the standard collocation.
14. B – Something 'attracts attention'; the other verbs do not collocate with 'attention'.
15. D – 'Adhere to' is correct; 'comply' would need 'with', and 'obey' and 'follow' take no preposition.
16. B – To be 'borne out' means to be confirmed or shown to be true.
17. A – 'A growing body of evidence' is a common academic collocation.
18. C – We 'raise' a question; 'rise' and 'arise' are intransitive and cannot take an object.
19. D – 'Statistically significant' is the technical term for results unlikely to be caused by chance.
20. A – 'Bridge the gap' is the fixed expression meaning to reduce the difference between two things.
21. C – A noun is needed, and 'urbanisation' means the growth of towns and cities.
22. B – The noun 'validity' means how reliable or well-founded something is.
23. D – The negative prefix for 'consistent' is 'in-', which gives 'inconsistent'.
24. A – 'Questionable' is an adjective meaning doubtful or open to question.
25. C – After 'a strong' we need the noun 'correlation', which is used with 'between'.
26. B – An adverb is needed to modify 'criticised', and 'widely' means by many people.
27. D – 'Confidentiality' means keeping information private; 'confidence' means self-belief or trust.
28. A – The verb form is 'strengthen', meaning to make an argument or claim stronger.
29. B – The adjective 'representative of' means typical of a larger group.
30. C – 'Simplistic' is a critical adjective meaning too simple to deal with a complex issue.

© PDFTests.com – Free for personal and classroom use www.pdftests.com · 4/5



Notes for teachers: Use the test as a diagnostic at the start of an EAP course or as a review after work on
academic writing. It targets common C1 errors such as confusing similar-looking words (imply/infer,
comprehensive/comprehensible), adding unnecessary prepositions (emphasise on) and choosing the wrong
verb in fixed collocations (cast doubt, draw a distinction). As follow-up, ask students to write their own
academic sentences with the collocations from Part 2. They can also build full word-family tables for the
words in Part 3.
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