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Choose the one correct option (A-D) for each question.

I Part 1: It-clefts — form, negatives and questions

Choose the option that correctly completes each it-cleft sentence.

1.1 didn't break the vase. It was my brother ————— knocked it over.

A which B whom C who D what
2. It was in 2015 ————— they finally moved to Lisbon.

A which B that C where D what
3. ———— until she moved abroad that she realised how much she missed her family.

A It wasn't B It was C There wasn't D Itisn't
4. ———— who left the back door open last night?

A Were you B It was you C Was you it D Was it you
5. Who was it ————— recommended this restaurant to you?

A what B that C which D it
6. It's the neighbours who ————— always complaining about the noise.

Ais B was C are D be
7. It was this book ——— | was telling you about.

A that B about which C what D where

8. Which sentence correctly emphasises the reason for the cancellation?
A It was because of the strike why the flight was cancelled.
B It was the strike because the flight was cancelled.
C Because of the strike it was that the flight was cancelled.
D It was because of the strike that the flight was cancelled.

9.1t ————— Jonas who organised last year's conference, wasn't it?
A has B was C is being D were
10. Wasn't it Priya ————— said she'd bring the dessert?
A who B whom C whose D what

I Part 2: Wh-clefts, all-clefts and reversed clefts

Choose the option that correctly completes each sentence.

11. What | need right now ——— a long holiday.
A are B be C was being Dis
12. What she did ———— call the police immediately.
A was B did C has D had been
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

happened was that the printer ran out of ink just before the meeting.
A That B Which C What DIt
All | want ———— a quiet evening at home.
A are Bis Citis D that is
The reason —— | called is that | need your advice.
A why B because C what D for

| can't understand is why he turned the offer down.
A That B Which Clt D What
A good night's sleep is ———— you need.
A that B what C which D all what
This is —— | grew up.
A what B which C where D that
What you should do is ———— to the manager directly.
A speak B speaking C spoke D spoken
The last thing | expected —————— for her to apologise.
A was that B it was C had D was

I Part 3: Errors, transformations and use in context

Find the error, choose the best rewrite or response, or identify the meaning in context.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Find the error: What | really enjoy it is the peace and quiet of the countryside.
A What | really enjoy B it
C the peace and quiet D of the countryside

Find the error: It was Sara which designed the new logo.
A It was B Sara
C which D designed the new logo

Choose the sentence closest in meaning to: 'l only realised the truth when I read her letter.'
A It was until | read her letter that | realised the truth.

B It wasn't until | read her letter when | realised the truth.

C Not until I read her letter | realised the truth.

D It wasn't until | read her letter that | realised the truth.

A: Did you lose your keys again? B: No,

A it was my wallet that | lost. B it was my wallet what I lost.

C what I lost it was my wallet. D it was my wallet | lost it.

'It was the manager, not the staff, who made the mistake.' What does this sentence emphasise?
A the time the mistake happened B the type of mistake

C the person responsible for the mistake D how the staff reacted

The noise kept me awake, not the heat. What kept me awake ———— the noise, not the heat.
A it was B was C were D did

Find the error: What did surprise me was that how calm everyone stayed.

A What did surprise me B was
C that D how calm everyone stayed
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28. ———— that you first became interested in photography?
A When was it B When it was C When did it D When was

29. Which sentence is correct?
A All he did was complained about the food.
B All what he did was complain about the food.
C All he did it was complain about the food.
D All he did was complain about the food.

30. A: Why are you so upset? B: He forgot my birthday. ———— annoys me.
A That's which really B That's what really
C It's what really that D What's that really
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. C — After a person in focus, the relative clause in an it-cleft begins with 'who' (or 'that') as the subject.

. B —When an adverbial phrase like 'in 2015' is in focus, the cleft continues with 'that'".

. A —The fixed pattern is 'lt wasn't until... that...", and the past tense matches 'realised".

. D - Yes/no questions with it-clefts invert 'it' and 'be': 'Was it you who...?"'

. B —In wh-questions with an it-cleft, the pattern is 'Who was it that...?'

. C - The verb in the relative clause agrees with the plural focus 'the neighbours', so 'are' is needed.

. A —The preposition 'about' already appears at the end, so the clause must start with 'that'; 'about which' would

repeat it.

D - A reason phrase in focus is followed by 'that', not 'why', in an it-cleft.

B - The question tag 'wasn't it' requires 'lt was' in the main clause.

A -'Who' is needed as the subject of 'said'; 'whom' is an object form.

D - A wh-clause acting as the subject takes a singular verb: 'What | need is...".

A - The pattern 'What + subject + did + was + (to) infinitive' focuses on an action.

C - 'What happened was (that)..." is the standard wh-cleft for introducing an event.

B - In an all-cleft, 'All | want' is followed directly by 'is'; no extra 'it' or 'that' is used.

A - 'The reason why... is that..." is the correct pattern; 'because' would duplicate the idea of reason.
D - A wh-cleft begins with 'What' meaning 'the thing that'".

B - In a reversed wh-cleft the focus comes first, followed by 'is what...".

C - A reversed cleft about a place uses 'where': 'This is where...".

A - After 'What you should do is', a bare infinitive (or 'to" infinitive) is used.

D - 'The last thing | expected' is the subject, so it is followed by 'was' and the focus 'for her to apologise'.
B - A wh-cleft does not need an extra subject; it should be 'What | really enjoy is...".

C - For a person in focus, use 'who' or 'that', not 'which'.

D - The correct pattern is 'lt wasn't until... that..."; 'Not until' would need inversion ('did | realise').

A - The it-cleft corrects the speaker by focusing on 'my wallet' followed by 'that | lost'.

C - The focus position after 'lt was' highlights who made the mistake, contrasting the manager with the staff.
B - The wh-clause is the subject, so it is followed directly by 'was'.

C - 'How calm everyone stayed' is already a complete clause, so 'that' must be removed.

A - A wh-question with an it-cleft uses 'When was it that...?' with inversion.

D - After 'All he did was', use the bare infinitive, and 'all' is not followed by 'what'.

B - A reversed cleft refers back to previous information with 'That's what...".

Notes for teachers: Use this test after teaching how cleft sentences shift focus onto new or contrasting
information. It targets typical C1 errors: using 'which' or 'what' instead of 'that/who', adding an extra 'it' or
'that' after the focus, repeating prepositions, using the wrong verb form after 'What he did was...!, and
mistakes with 'lt wasn't until... that'. As a follow-up, ask students to rewrite neutral sentences from a short text
as clefts to express contrast or correction, then read them aloud with appropriate stress.
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