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Ellipsis and Substitution - Test 1
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Choose the one correct option (A-D) for each question.

I Part 1: Substitution

Choose the word or phrase that best completes each sentence.

1.1 don't want a large coffee, thanks. Just a small ——, please.
A one B it C ones D some

2. "Are you coming to the meeting this afternoon?" "I'm afraid —————."

A not B no Cso D don't
3. "Will the trains be running normally tomorrow?" "I hope ———."

A so B it C that D yes
4. "Do you think it'll rain this evening?" "l don't think ——."

A so B not Cit D that
5. The committee was asked to reconsider its decision, and it has now .

A done so B did so C made so D done such
6. These avocados are far too soft. Have you got any firmer ——?

A ones B one C them D some ones
7. The population of Lisbon is smaller than ———— of Madrid.

A that B the one Cit D this

8. Mira ordered the grilled fish, and | had
A the same B same as Cittoo D the like

9. Choose the correct sentence.
A | usually prefer white rice to brown.
B | usually prefer white rice to brown one.
C | usually prefer white rice to brown ones.
D | usually prefer white rice to the brown one.

10. If the weather improves, we'll eat in the garden; if ————, we'll stay indoors.
A not B no C don't D it doesn't so
I Part 2: Ellipsis

Choose the option that correctly completes each sentence, leaving out repeated words where natural.

11.1 haven't been to Iceland, but my sister .
A has B did C hasn't D was

12. You don't have to come with us, but you can if you want
Ato B it Cso D that
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13. Lena can't drive, and ——— her brother.
A neither can B neither can't C socan't D either can

14. Tomas speaks Japanese far better than |

A do B have Cam D does
15. She said she would call me back later, and she .

A did B would C has D was
16. "Has the parcel arrived yet?" "It should —— by now."

A have B have arrived it C has D be
17. The windows haven't been cleaned yet, but they will ——— tomorrow.

A be B been C have D do

18. "You'd tell me if something was wrong, wouldn't you?" "Of course | ——"
A would B will Cdo D did

19. Some of the students passed the exam, and others .
A didn't B weren't C haven't D not

20. Choose the correct sentence.
A | really enjoyed the film, and so did my parents.
B | really enjoyed the film, and so enjoyed my parents.
C I really enjoyed the film, and so were my parents.
D | really enjoyed the film, and my parents so did.

I Part 3: Advanced use and common errors

Choose the correct option, or identify the part of the sentence that contains an error.

21. Find the error: "l asked him to help me, but he refused to do."
A asked him B to help me C but he D refused to do

22. Kenji wanted to join the expedition but wasn't allowed
Ato B it Cso Dtoit

23."Is Amara coming tonight?" "I suppose so." What does the speaker mean?
A She is probably coming, though the speaker isn't certain.
B The speaker is sure she isn't coming.
C The speaker thinks she should come.
D The speaker has no idea at all.

mn

24. "I've just been offered the job in Singapore. ? That's fantastic news!"

A Have you B Did you C Are you D Have |
25. Find the error: "Do you think we'll finish on time?" "I'm not thinking so."

A Do you think B we'll finish

C ontime D I'm not thinking so
26. The instructions said to switch off all devices, and —— we did.

A so B such Cit D them

27. Anyone who wishes to leave the session early may
A do so B doitso Csodo D make so
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28. He promised he'd never be late again, but he ————— twice this week already.

A has been B has Cis D was
29. Some people prefer to work in the morning, others ————— the evening.

Ain B they in Carein D preferin
30. "Why didn't you call the plumber?" "I ———, but nobody answered."

A did B do C have D was
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TA 2A 3A 4A 5A 6 A 7A 8A 9A 10A
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I Explanations

. A -"'0One' replaces a singular countable noun (coffee = a cup of coffee) after an adjective.

. A - After 'I'm afraid’, a negative clause is replaced by 'not'".

. A -"'So' replaces a positive clause after verbs like hope, think and expect.

. A — With think, the negative is usually 'l don't think so', not 'l don't think not'.

. A -"'Do so' replaces a verb phrase, and the perfect requires the past participle 'done".

. A -"'Ones' replaces a plural countable noun after an adjective.

. A -"'That of' replaces a singular or uncountable noun followed by an of-phrase in formal comparisons.
. A -'The same' substitutes for a noun phrase meaning an identical choice.

. A -'0One/ones' cannot replace uncountable nouns like rice, so the adjective stands alone.

. A -"If not' replaces a negative conditional clause (if the weather doesn't improve).
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. A — The infinitive marker 'to' is kept when the rest of the verb phrase is omitted.

. A -"Neither' + positive auxiliary + subject is used to add a negative statement.

. A —In comparisons, 'do' replaces the present simple verb phrase (speak Japanese) and agrees with 'l'.
. A - Past simple 'did' confirms that the action actually happened (she called me back).

. A — After a modal, 'have' is kept and the past participle 'arrived' is omitted.

. A -1In passive ellipsis, 'be' is kept after the modal: 'they will be (cleaned)".

. A —The short answer repeats the auxiliary used in the question (would).

. A - The past simple verb 'passed' is replaced by the negative auxiliary 'didn't'.

. A -"So' + auxiliary (did, for past simple) + subject is the correct inverted pattern.

. D — After 'refused’, we use 'to' or nothing alone; 'to do' without an object is incorrect.

. A - The verb phrase is omitted after 'allowed’, but the infinitive marker 'to' remains.

. A -"l suppose so' expresses tentative or reluctant agreement that something is true.

. A - A reply question repeats the auxiliary of the statement (have) with the appropriate pronoun (you).

. D - Think meaning 'believe' is a state verb, so the correct form is 'l don't think so'.

. A - Fronted 'so' + subject + auxiliary confirms that the action was carried out.

. A -'Do so'is the formal substitute for a verb phrase (leave the session early).

. A - When the omitted verb is 'be', 'been' must be kept after a perfect auxiliary.

. A - In gapping, the repeated verb ('prefer to work') is omitted and only the contrasting element remains.
. A — Emphatic past 'did' replaces 'called the plumber' and contradicts the assumption in the question.
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Notes for teachers: Use this test after teaching ellipsis and substitution, or as a diagnostic before exam
writing tasks. It targets frequent C1 errors such as 'l don't think not', 'refused to do', 'brown one' with
uncountable nouns and omitting 'been' in perfect ellipsis. As follow-up, ask students to rewrite a repetitive

. A - The auxiliary from the first clause (have) is repeated in the contrasting positive form: 'has (been to Iceland)".

paragraph using the structures tested, or to role-play short dialogues using so/not, reply questions and short

answers.
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