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Choose the one correct answer (A, B, C or D) for each question.

I Part 1: Grammar in context

Choose the option that best completes each sentence, or answer the question.

1. Had | known about the delays, | ————— an earlier train.
A would catch B had caught C would have caught D will have caught
2. Not only ————— the deadline, but she also exceeded everyone's expectations.
A she met B did she meet C she did meet D met she
3. By the time the report is published, the team ————— on it for over two years.
A will work B has been working
C would work D will have been working
4. 1t's high time we —————— a decision about the budget.
A made B make C have made D will make
5. The missing hiker is believed ——— the area last Tuesday.
A to leave B leaving C to have left D having left
6. I'd rather you ————— anyone about this yet.
A don't tell B didn't tell C won't tell D hadn't told
7. Rarely ———— such a convincing performance from a newcomer.
A we have seen B we saw C did we saw D have we seen

8. Which sentence is correct?
A She suggested him to apply for the position.
B She suggested to him apply for the position.
C She suggested that he apply for the position.
D She suggested he to apply for the position.

9. The new timetable, ————— was announced yesterday, has already caused a lot of discussion.

A that B what C which D whose

10. ———— the bad weather, the festival went ahead as planned.
A Despite B Although C In spite D However

11. You —— have told me you were coming — I'd have cooked something special!
A must B should C can D would

12. If he hadn't missed the flight, he ———— here with us now.
A would have been B will be C had been D would be

13. Find the error: "Hardly had we sat down than the phone started ringing."
A Hardly B had we sat down C than D started ringing
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14. The more you practise, ——— you'll become.

A the more confident B more confident C the most confident D most confident
15. She firmly denied ——— the documents from the office.

A to have taken B having taken C to take D to having taken
16. 1 regret ———— you that your application has been unsuccessful.

A informing B to inform C to have informed D inform

I Part 2: Vocabulary and usage

Choose the word or phrase that best fits the context, or the best meaning or response.

17. Due to a lack of funding, the company has decided to ————— the project until next year.
A shell B shed C shelve D shelter
18. The new director came —————— a lot of criticism for her decision to close the branch.
A up with B in for C down on D round to
19. Many people struggle to ———— a balance between work and family life.
A hit B make C beat D strike

20. We might move abroad next year, but nothing is certain — it's all still up in the air. What does 'up in
the air' mean here?

A exciting B undecided C postponed D cancelled
21. He has always been reluctant to ————— responsibility for his own mistakes.
A take B make C do D bring
22. The plan looked good on paper but proved completely ———— in practice. (WORK)
A unworking B disworkable C unworkable D misworkable
23. There has been a ———— increase in the number of people working from home.
A heavy B tall C wide D significant
24. The officer listened carefully, but the driver's explanation simply didn't hold water. What does this
mean?
A It was too long. B It was very emotional.
C It was not convincing. D It was repeated several times.
25. Our new editor is extremely ————; she never misses even the smallest mistake.
A careless B meticulous C ambiguous D superficial
26. The two reports are ———— different; they reach completely opposite conclusions.
A highly B bitterly C greatly D fundamentally
27. The new equipment won't arrive until March, so we'll have to ————— do with what we have.
A make B get C take D put
28. Despite several setbacks, the team remained ———— about the final outcome.
A downbeat B offbeat C upbeat D beaten
29. The ————— of the new rules caused considerable confusion among staff. (IMPLEMENT)

A implementing B implementation C implement D implementment

© PDFTests.com — Free for personal and classroom use www.pdftests.com - 2/7



30.

A: "l can't believe they've cancelled the concert again!" B: "
A Not at all, I'm glad to help.

B By all means, go ahead.

C Tell me about it — | was really looking forward to it.

D It's on me this time.

Part 3: Advanced structures

Choose the option that best completes each sentence, or answer the question.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

it not been for her quick thinking, the situation could have been much worse.
A Were B If C Had D Should
Should you ————— any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.
A require B required C requiring D to require
The building, ———— roof was damaged in the storm, is now being repaired.
A which B whose C of which D that its
So —————— was the demand that the tickets sold out within minutes.
A greatly B much C many D great
I'd sooner ——— at home than go to that party.
A to stay B staying C stay D stayed
Little ——— that his decision would change everything.
A he realised B did he realise C he did realise D realised he
Which sentence is correct?

A Having finished the report, the computer was switched off.

B Having been finishing the report, she switched off the computer.
C Finished the report, she switched off the computer.

D Having finished the report, she switched off the computer.

It was not until midnight ————— the last guests finally left.

A when B that C than D which
The proposal is unlikely to be accepted, —— it is.

A as brilliant B so brilliant C brilliant as D much brilliant
Find the error: "The number of applicants have risen sharply this year."

A The number B of applicants C have risen D sharply
Suppose you ————— a large sum of money, what would you do with it?

A win B won C had won D would win
The results, ———— we had been waiting for weeks, finally arrived this morning.

A which B that C for which D for that
Under no circumstances ———— the door be left unlocked.

A shouldn't B does Cis D should
Were the plan —————, thousands of new jobs would be created.

A succeeded B to succeed C succeeding D succeed
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I Part 4: Reading comprehension

Read the text and choose the best answer to each question.

For most of us, boredom is something to be avoided at all costs. The moment we find ourselves
waiting in a queue or sitting on a train with nothing to do, we reach for our phones, scrolling through
messages and headlines until the empty minutes have been filled. Yet a growing body of research
suggests that this reflex may come at a price, and that the state we work so hard to escape could in
fact serve a useful purpose.

Psychologists have long distinguished between boredom and simple inactivity. Boredom, they argue,
is not the absence of stimulation but an uncomfortable signal that our current situation is failing to
engage us. Seen in this light, it functions rather like hunger: unpleasant in itself, but valuable
precisely because it prompts us to change what we are doing. Some studies have found that people
who were first given a deliberately dull task, such as copying numbers from a long list, subsequently
produced more original ideas in a creative exercise than those who had gone straight to it.

The explanation, researchers believe, lies in what happens when the mind is left to wander. Freed
from the demands of an external task, it begins to make unexpected connections between
memories, plans and half-formed thoughts. This is not to say that every idle moment yields a
breakthrough; much of the time, mind-wandering is aimless. But the conditions for insight are rarely
present when attention is constantly being captured by a screen.

None of this means that we should abandon our devices or romanticise tedium. Chronic boredom,
particularly when it is linked to a lack of meaningful work or social contact, is associated with poorer
wellbeing rather than greater creativity. The point is subtler: brief periods of unstructured time may
be worth tolerating, and perhaps even protecting. Parents who feel obliged to fill every hour of their
children's weekends with organised activities might, some educators suggest, be depriving them of
the chance to learn how to entertain themselves.

Ultimately, the challenge is less about eliminating distraction than about noticing when we turn to it
automatically. The next time you are tempted to fill a spare five minutes, you might simply let them
pass and see where your thoughts take you.

45. According to the first paragraph, what does recent research suggest?
A People are more easily bored than in the past.
B Our habit of avoiding boredom may have hidden costs.
C Phones are the main cause of boredom.
D Waiting in queues is a major source of stress.

46. Why does the writer compare boredom to hunger?
A Both are unpleasant signals that push us to change our behaviour.
B Both can be satisfied very quickly.
C Both become dangerous if they are ignored.
D Both are more common in modern life.

47. What did the studies mentioned in the second paragraph show?
A People who copied numbers felt less bored afterwards.
B Creative exercises are more enjoyable than dull tasks.
C Most people prefer creative tasks to routine ones.
D People who did a dull task first produced more original ideas.

48. The word 'yields' in the third paragraph is closest in meaning to:
A prevents B requires C produces D delays
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49. What is the writer's view of chronic boredom?
A It is the main source of creativity.
B It is harmful and different from the short idle periods the writer recommends.
C It should be encouraged in children.
D It is largely a myth created by researchers.

50. What is the main purpose of the final paragraph?
A To argue that phones should be avoided completely.
B To summarise the scientific evidence in detail.
C To warn readers about the dangers of mind-wandering.
D To encourage readers to notice their habit of automatically seeking distraction.
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Answer key - English Level Test C1-Test 1

1C 2B 3D 4A 5C 6B 7D 8C 9C 10A
1B 12D 13C 14 A 15B 16 B 17 C 18 B 19D 20B
21A 22C 23D 24C 25B 26D 27 A 28C 29B 30C
31C 32A 33B 34D 35C 36B 37D 38B 39C 40C
41B 42C 43D 44 B 45B 46 A 47D 48 C 49B 50D

I Explanations

1. C - An inverted third conditional (Had | known...) refers to the past and needs 'would have' + past participle.
2.B - 'Not only' at the start of a clause requires auxiliary-subject inversion.
3. D - The future perfect continuous expresses duration up to a point in the future.
4. A -'It's high time' is followed by the past simple to refer to the present.
5. C - A perfect infinitive is needed after 'is believed' when the action happened earlier.
6. B - 'Would rather' + another subject takes the past simple for present or future preferences.
7. D — Negative adverbials like 'rarely' at the start of a sentence require inversion.
8. C - 'Suggest' is followed by a that-clause (here with the subjunctive), not object + infinitive.
9. C — Non-defining relative clauses (with commas) use 'which’, not 'that’, for things.
10. A - 'Despite' is followed directly by a noun phrase; 'in spite' needs 'of' and 'although' needs a clause.
11. B -'Should have' + past participle expresses criticism of a past action that didn't happen.
12. D - This mixed conditional links a past condition to a present result, so 'would be' is needed.
13. C - 'Hardly' is followed by 'when', not 'than' ('No sooner' takes 'than').
14. A - The double comparative structure is 'the more..., the more...".
15. B -'Deny' is followed by a gerund, here the perfect gerund 'having taken'.
16. B - 'Regret to inform' is used to announce bad news; 'regret informing' would mean being sorry about a past

action.
17.C - To 'shelve' a project means to postpone it or put it aside.
18. B -'Come in for criticism' means to receive criticism.
19. D - The fixed collocation is 'strike a balance'.
20. B -'Up in the air' means that something has not been decided yet.
21. A - The natural collocation is 'take responsibility for'.
22.C -"'Unworkable' (un- + work + -able) means impossible to put into practice.
23. D - 'Significant increase' is a standard collocation; the other adjectives do not combine with 'increase'.
24.C - If an argument doesn't 'hold water', it is not believable or logical.
25. B - 'Meticulous' means very careful and paying great attention to detail.
26. D - 'Fundamentally different' is the natural collocation meaning different at a basic level.
27. A - 'Make do with' means to manage with something that is not ideal.
28. C - 'Upbeat' means positive and optimistic, which contrasts with 'despite several setbacks'.
29. B - The noun form of 'implement' is 'implementation’.
30. C - 'Tell me about it' is an informal way of showing you share someone's frustration.
31. C - "'Had it not been for' is the inverted form of 'If it hadn't been for' in a third conditional.
32. A - Inverted 'Should' in a first conditional is followed by the bare infinitive.
33. B - 'Whose' shows possession and is followed directly by the noun.
34.D -In'So + adjective + be + subject' inversion, the adjective 'great' collocates with 'demand'.
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35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.

43.

44,
45.
46.
47.

48.
49.

50.

C - 'Would sooner' is followed by the bare infinitive when the subject is the same.

B - 'Little' used as a negative adverbial at the start requires inversion with 'did".

D - The participle clause must share its subject with the main clause; 'she' finished the report.

B - The cleft structure is 'lt was not until... that...".

C - 'Adjective + as + subject + verb' is a concessive structure meaning 'although it is brilliant'.

C - 'The number of' takes a singular verb, so it should be 'has risen'.

B - 'Suppose' with an imaginary present or future situation and 'would' takes the past simple.

C - 'Wait for' needs its preposition, which moves before 'which' in formal relative clauses; 'that' cannot follow a
preposition.

D - 'Under no circumstances' is already negative, so it takes inversion with a positive modal: 'should the door
be'.

B - Inverted 'Were + subject + to-infinitive' is a formal way of expressing a hypothetical condition.

B - The writer says the reflex of filling empty time 'may come at a price' and that boredom could be useful.

A - The text says boredom, like hunger, is 'unpleasant in itself, but valuable' because it prompts change.

D - Participants given a dull task first 'produced more original ideas' than those who went straight to the creative
exercise.

C - In this context, 'yields a breakthrough' means 'produces a breakthrough'.

B - The writer links chronic boredom to 'poorer wellbeing' and contrasts it with 'brief periods of unstructured
time'.

D - The writer says the challenge is 'noticing when we turn to it automatically' and invites readers to let spare
minutes pass.

Notes for teachers: Use the score as a guide: 40 or more correct suggests a learner is secure at C1, 30-39
suggests they are working towards C1, and below 30 points to a B2 placement. The test targets typical
advanced-learner errors such as missing inversion after negative adverbials, wrong verb patterns (suggest,
deny, regret), dangling participles and weak collocations. Review incorrect answers by category and follow up
with targeted practice on inversion and collocation, which learners at this level most often find difficult.
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