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Choose the one best option (A-D) for each question.

I Part 1: Fixed collocations

Choose the word that forms the most natural collocation in each sentence.

1. The committee's decision ————— a heated debate among local residents.

A lit B sparked C fired D burned
2. The new policy has ————— the wrath of farmers across the region.

A achieved B obtained Cincurred D acquired
3. The film ————— a delicate balance between humour and tragedy.

A makes B holds C hits D strikes
4. I'm afraid his explanation simply doesn't ——— water.

A hold B carry C keep D bear
5. Following the investigation, the minister was forced to ————— her resignation.

A render B tender C deliver D perform
6. There isn'ta ———— of truth in those rumours.

A crumb B slice C drop D grain
7.He has a ————— interest in the outcome, since he owns shares in the company.

A invested B rooted C vested D devoted
8. The company went to great ————— to protect its customers' data.

A lengths B extents C measures D distances
9. Many firms pay ———— service to sustainability while doing very little in practice.

A mouth B lip C word D tongue

10. With so little funding, the project was ———— to failure from the start.
A sentenced B cursed C doomed D damned

I Part 2: Nuance and word choice

Choose the option that best fits the meaning, tone or context.

11. Despite all the evidence presented to him, he remained —————— and refused to reconsider.
A docile B ambivalent C pliant D obdurate

12. She paid him a ——— compliment, praising his speech for being 'surprisingly coherent'.
A underhand B backhanded C offhand D heavy-handed
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13. In which sentence is 'deleterious' used correctly?
A The new medication had a deleterious effect on her symptoms, which disappeared within days.
B Prolonged exposure to noise can have a deleterious effect on concentration.
C We had a truly deleterious meal at the new restaurant.
D He gave a deleterious smile as he accepted the award.

14. My grandmother was ————— rather than mean; she simply couldn't bear waste.
A miserly B parsimonious C frugal D tight-fisted

15. 'The minister's reply was deliberately equivocal.! What does 'equivocal' mean here?
A Vague in order to avoid committing to a position
B Angry and confrontational
C Carefully balanced and fair to both sides
D Short and dismissive

16. Which sentence contains a collocation error?
A She made a conscious effort to listen more.
B The proposal was a resounding success.
C They did every attempt to contact the family.
D The storm caused extensive damage to the coast.

17. In the end, the difference between the two proposals was —————; neither offered a real solution.
A negligent B neglectful C neglected D negligible

18. The sudden silence in the room was slightly ————; nobody seemed to know what to say.
A devastating B disconcerting C harrowing D traumatic

19. A: 'l hear you've been offered the post in Lisbon.' B: 'Yes, but I'm ————— about accepting it. It's a
great opportunity, but my family is here.'
A split B ripped C torn D broken

20. 'Whether we could have won is now a moot point, since the match was cancelled.! What does 'a
moot point' mean here?
A A point everyone agrees on
B A crucial argument
C A minor detail that was overlooked
D A question that no longer has any practical relevance

I Part 3: Vocabulary in a reading text

Read the text and choose the best word for each numbered gap.

In recent years, the idea of rewilding our cities has gained considerable (21) __. Once dismissed as
the pet project of a handful of idealists, it is now being taken seriously by planners who recognise
that green spaces are anything but a luxury. Neglected roadside verges are being left to grow wild,
rooftops are being turned into meadows, and rivers that were buried beneath concrete decades ago
are being brought back to the surface.

The benefits are hard to (22) __. Studies suggest that even modest patches of vegetation can (23)
__the effects of summer heatwaves, reduce flooding and provide a much-needed refuge for insects
whose numbers have fallen (24) __. There is also mounting evidence that access to nature has a
(25) ___ effect on residents' mental health.

Yet the movement is not without its critics. Some residents complain that 'wild' simply looks untidy,
and that councils are using ecology as a convenient (26) __ for cutting maintenance budgets. Others
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worry that new parks will drive up property prices, pushing out the very communities they were
meant to serve, a process sometimes called 'green gentrification'.

Advocates concede that these concerns are not (27) __. The challenge, they argue, is to involve
local people from the outset rather than presenting them with a (28) _ accompli. Where residents
have been given a genuine say, projects have tended to (29) ___ root far more successfully.
Rewilding, it seems, is as much about people as it is about plants, and its long-term success will (30)
___on whether cities can get that balance right.

21. (21) the idea of rewilding our cities has gained considerable

A grip B traction C friction D adhesion
22.(22) The benefits are hard to .
A contend B refuse C dispute D object
23. (23) even modest patches of vegetation can ————— the effects of summer heatwaves
A mitigate B militate C migrate D mediate

24. (24) insects whose numbers have fallen

A acutely B keenly C intensely D sharply
25. (25) access to nature has a ————— effect on residents' mental health
A beneficent B beneficial C benefited D benefactory
26. (26) councils are using ecology as a convenient ————— for cutting maintenance budgets
A pretence B premise C pretext D precedent

27.(27) Advocates concede that these concerns are not

A unfunded B unfounded C unfolded D unbounded
28. (28) rather than presenting them with a ———— accompli

A fait B féte C fate D feat
29. (29) projects have tended to ————— root far more successfully

A make B put C get D take
30. (30) its long-term success will ————— on whether cities can get that balance right

A rely B hinge C count D lean
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23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

. B — A decision or remark 'sparks a debate'; the other verbs do not collocate with 'debate".

. C —"Incur the wrath of someone' is the fixed expression for making people angry.

. D — We say 'strike a balance' between two things.

. A —'Not hold water' means an argument or explanation is not convincing.

. B - "'Tender your resignation' is the formal collocation for resigning.

. D -'A grain of truth' is the fixed phrase meaning a small amount of truth.

. C - A 'vested interest' is a personal reason, often financial, for wanting a particular result.

. A -'Go to great lengths' means to make a very great effort to do something.

. B —-"Pay lip service to' means to express support without acting on it.

. C —'Doomed to failure' is the standard collocation for something certain to fail.

. D - 'Obdurate' means stubbornly refusing to change your opinion.

. B - A 'backhanded compliment' sounds like praise but actually contains criticism.

. B - 'Deleterious' means harmful, which fits only the effect of noise on concentration.

. C —"Frugal' has a positive connotation of careful spending, unlike the other words, which suggest meanness.
. A - An equivocal answer is ambiguous, often on purpose, so that the speaker avoids a clear commitment.

. C - We 'make' an attempt, not 'do' one: 'They made every attempt'.

. D -'Negligible' means so small that it is not important; the other forms relate to carelessness or lack of care.
. B - 'Disconcerting' describes mild unease and fits 'slightly'; the other words are far too strong.

.C-"Torn' means unable to choose between two strong options.

. D —In this context 'moot' means no longer relevant, because the situation has changed.

. B — An idea that 'gains traction' becomes increasingly accepted or popular.

. C - 'Hard to dispute' means difficult to question; the other verbs cannot take 'benefits' as a direct object in this

sense.

A - 'Mitigate' means to make something less severe; 'militate' (against) is a common confusion.

D - Numbers 'fall sharply'; the other adverbs do not collocate with a fall in quantity.

B - 'Beneficial' means having a good effect; 'beneficent' describes a kind, generous person.

C - A 'pretext' is a false reason given to hide the real one; 'a convenient pretext' is a common collocation.
B - 'Not unfounded' means the concerns have some real basis.

A - A 'fait accompli' is a decision already made that others must simply accept.

D - 'Take root' means to become established and accepted.

B - 'Hinge on' means to depend entirely on something; 'rely' and ‘count' need a person or thing as the subject
that depends.

Notes for teachers: Use this test as a diagnostic or end-of-unit check with C2 or strong C1 groups. The
distractors target typical advanced errors: near-synonyms that do not collocate (do/make, efforts/lengths),
confusable forms (mitigate/militate, negligible/negligent) and words with the wrong connotation
(frugal/miserly). As a follow-up, ask students to write their own sentences with the correct collocations, or to
explain why each distractor is unnatural.
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