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I Exercise 1: Affirmative commands with tu

Complete each sentence with the affirmative tu imperative of the verb in brackets.

Example: __ (comer) mas fruta. — Come

(hablar) mas despacio, por favor.

(venir) aqui ahora mismo.

(poner) la mesa, que vamos a cenar.

(hacer) los deberes antes de salir.

(decir) siempre la verdad.

(salir) de casa temprano para no perder el tren.

N o g &~ w0 bR

(ser) amable con tu hermano pequeno.

I Exercise 2: Negative commands

Complete each sentence with the negative imperative of the verb in brackets. The person (tu, ustedq,
vosotros, ustedes) is given in brackets.

Example: No ___ (gritar), Laura. (tu) — grites

8. No (tocar) eso, Pablo. (tu)

9. No (llegar) tarde, senora Ruiz. (usted)
10. No (comer) en clase, chicos. (vosotros)
11. No (abrir) la ventana, por favor. (ustedes)
12. No (ir) solo al parque por la noche. (tu)
13. No (conducir) tan rapido, sefor. (usted)
14. No (empezar) sin nosotros. (vosotros)

I Exercise 3: From affirmative to negative

Rewrite each command in the negative. Pay attention to the position of the pronouns.

Example: Abrelo. — No lo abras.

15. Compralo.
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16. Diselo a Marta.

17. Siéntate aqui.

18. Levantaos temprano.

19. Traigamela, por favor.

20. Pénganse el abrigo.

21. Damelo.

I Exercise 4: Find the mistake

Each sentence has one mistake. Write the correct sentence.

Example: No abre la puerta. (tu) — No abras la puerta.

22. No toca el horno, esta caliente. (tu)

23. Se siente aqui, senor Garcia.

24. No hazlo ahora, hazlo después.

25. Ves a la tienda y compra pan.

26. Sentaros, por favor.

27. No os preocupais, todo va bien.

28. Por favor, no fuma aqui, sefora.

I Exercise 5: Put the words in order

Put the words in the correct order to make commands.

Example: lo / no / toques — No lo toques.

29. me /lo/ no [ expliques / otra vez
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30. las / manos / lavaos / antes de comer

31.no/ se [/ preocupe / usted

32. diselo / a tu madre / mafnana

33. tarde / no / lleguéis / a la reunion

34. la puerta / cierren / al salir

I Exercise 6: A recipe

Complete the recipe with the usted commands from the box. There are two extra words you do not

need.

WORD BOX

caliente corte anada bata nodeje sirva cortas anadis

35. Primero,

36.

37.

38.
39.

40. Por ultimo,

el aceite en una sartén.
la cebolla en trozos pequenos.
la cebolla al aceite caliente.

que se queme la cebolla.

los huevos con un poco de sal.

la tortilla con un poco de pan.
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Exercise 1: Affirmative commands with tu

1.

2.

3.

4.

Habla

Regular -ar verbs: the tu imperative has the same form as
the third person singular of the present: habla.

Ven

Venir has the irregular tu imperative ven.

Pon

Poner has the irregular tu imperative pon.

Haz
Hacer has the irregular tu imperative haz.

Exercise 2: Negative commands

8.

10.

toques
Negative commands use the present subjunctive; ¢
changes to qu before e: toques.

. llegue
Usted uses the present subjunctive; g changes to gu before

e: llegue.

comais

The negative vosotros form is the present subjunctive:
comais.

Exercise 3: From affirmative to negative

15.

16.

17.

18.

No lo compres.
In negative commands, the pronoun goes before the verb:
no lo compres.

No se lo digas a Marta.
Both pronouns go before the verb in the order se + lo.

No te sientes aqui.
The reflexive pronoun te goes before the negative
subjunctive form sientes.

No os levantéis temprano.

Negative vosotros: no os + present subjunctive (levantéis).

Exercise 4: Find the mistake

22.

23.

24.

25

No toques el horno, esta caliente.

Negative tu commands need the subjunctive: no toques.
Siéntese aqui, seior Garcia.

In affirmative commands, the pronoun is attached to the
end of the verb: siéntese.

No lo hagas ahora, hazlo después.

In the negative, the pronoun goes before the verb and the
subjunctive is used: no lo hagas.

. Ve ala tienda y compra pan.

The tu imperative of ir is ve, not ves.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

19.

20.

21.

26.

27.

28.

. Di

Decir has the irregular tu imperative di.
. Sal

Salir has the irregular tu imperative sal.
.Sé

Ser has the irregular tu imperative sé, written with an
accent.

abran
The ustedes form is the present subjunctive: abran.

vayas
Ir has the irregular subjunctive vaya, so the negative tu form
is no vayas.

conduzca

Conducir becomes conduzca in the present subjunctive.
empecéis

Empezar in the vosotros subjunctive is empecéis (z
changes to c before e).

No me la traiga, por favor.
The usted form keeps traiga, and me la goes before the
verb.

No se pongan el abrigo.
Negative ustedes: no se + pongan.

No me lo des.
Dar becomes des in the negative, with me lo before the
verb.

Sentaos, por favor.
In standard Spanish, the affirmative vosotros form drops the
-d before os: sentaos.

No os preocupéis, todo va bien.
Negative vosotros commands use the subjunctive:
preocupéis.

Por favor, no fume aqui, seiora.
Usted commands use the subjunctive: no fume.
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Exercise 5: Put the words in order

29.

30.

31.

No me lo expliques otra vez.

In negative commands, the pronouns go between no and
the verb: no me lo expliques.

Lavaos las manos antes de comer.

Reflexive lavaos comes first, followed by its object las
manos.

No se preocupe usted.
Negative usted command: no + se + preocupe, with usted
after the verb.

Exercise 6: A recipe

35.

36.

37.

caliente
Caliente is the usted command of calentar.

Corte
Corte is the usted form; cortas is a present tense form, not
a command.

Anada
Anada is the usted command; anadis is the vosotros
present tense.

32.

33.

34.

38.

39.

40.

Diselo a tu madre manana.

The pronouns are already attached to the affirmative verb
diselo.

No lleguéis tarde a la reunion.

No comes before the verb lleguéis, and the other words
follow it.

Cierren la puerta al salir.

The ustedes command cierren comes before its object la
puerta.

No deje
No deje is a negative usted command.

Bata
Bata is the usted command of batir, used for eggs.

sirva
Sirva is the usted command of servir (e — i).

Notes for teachers: Start by reviewing how the negative imperative uses present subjunctive forms, while the
affirmative tu and vosotros forms do not. Typical mistakes include saying *ves* instead of *ve*, using
infinitives such as *venir* for vosotros, and putting pronouns in the wrong place (*no hazlo* instead of *no lo
hagas*). Remind students to add written accents when pronouns are attached (compralo, siéntese). As a
follow-up, students can write a set of house rules or a simple recipe using both affirmative and negative
commands.
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