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Colocaciones en inglés – Test 1

Nombre: Clase: Fecha: Puntuación:     / 30

Haz este examen en
línea y comprueba tus
respuestas al instante

Elige la opción correcta (A, B, C o D) en cada pregunta.

Parte 1: Colocaciones de verbo + sustantivo

Elige el verbo que forma la colocación correcta con el sustantivo.

1. Sorry, I  a mistake when I wrote down your phone number.
A did B made C took D had

2. Could you  me a favour and water my plants while I'm away?
A give B make C do D take

3. Please  attention to the safety instructions before you start.
A pay B make C do D put

4. Liam has  a lot of progress with his Spanish this year.
A got B done C taken D made

5. The school needs to  action before the problem gets worse.
A do B take C make D put

6. Hiroshi  his word and called me back the same day.
A held B did C kept D stayed

7. The small bakery  a profit for the first time last year.
A made B did C won D took

8. Several guests  a complaint about the noise from the street.
A said B told C did D made

9. I'd like to  this opportunity to thank everyone for their help.
A take B make C do D catch

10. The campaign aims to  awareness of plastic pollution in the ocean.
A rise B raise C lift D grow

Parte 2: Colocaciones con adjetivos y adverbios

Elige la palabra o la frase que le sonaría natural a un hablante competente de inglés.

11. There was  rain all night, so some roads were flooded.
A strong B big C heavy D thick

12. I need a cup of  coffee to wake me up.
A heavy B strong C powerful D hard

13. I'm  sorry for arriving so late.
A terribly B highly C strongly D bitterly
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14. We were  disappointed when the concert was cancelled.
A heavily B strongly C highly D bitterly

15. It is  unlikely that the train will arrive on time in this weather.
A strongly B highly C heavily D deeply

16. Maria has  hopes of winning the competition.
A tall B long C high D deep

17. I'm afraid there's only a  chance of finding your wallet.
A thin B narrow C light D slim

18. Which sentence is correct?
A Professor Okafor has a heavy knowledge of ancient history.
B Professor Okafor has a deep knowledge of ancient history.
C Professor Okafor has a high knowledge of ancient history.
D Professor Okafor has a big knowledge of ancient history.

19. Which sentence contains a collocation error?
A He gave me some useful advice.
B We had a great time at the party.
C She did a lot of effort to pass the exam.
D They took a short break after lunch.

20. A: 'I've got a terrible headache.' B: ' '
A Why don't you take a painkiller? B Why don't you drink a painkiller?
C Why don't you make a painkiller? D Why don't you do a painkiller?

Parte 3: Colocaciones en contexto

Lee el texto. Después elige la mejor opción para cada hueco (1–6) y responde a las preguntas sobre
significado y familias de palabras.

When Nadia moved to a new neighbourhood last year, she found it hard to (1) ___ friends. Most of her
neighbours were busy with work, and many families in the area were struggling to make ends meet.
Nadia noticed an empty piece of land behind the library and decided to (2) ___ a go at turning it into a
community garden.

At first, the project (3) ___ a lot of time and energy. Nadia had to get permission from the local
council, collect donations and persuade people that the idea was worth trying. Slowly, her efforts
began to bear fruit. Around twenty volunteers (4) ___ part in the first planting day, and some of them
brought their children.

Two years later, the garden is a (5) ___ success. Families grow their own vegetables, which helps
them save money, and older residents teach younger ones how to look after plants. According to
Nadia, the garden has also (6) ___ an important role in bringing people together. 'People used to walk
past each other without saying hello,' she says. 'Now they stop and chat.'

21. Gap (1): She found it hard to  friends.
A make B get C have D do

22. Gap (2): She decided to  a go at turning it into a community garden.
A make B do C put D have
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23. Gap (3): At first, the project  a lot of time and energy.
A spent B made C did D took

24. Gap (4): Around twenty volunteers  part in the first planting day.
A made B took C had D did

25. Gap (5): Two years later, the garden is a  success.
A heavy B strong C huge D deep

26. Gap (6): The garden has also  an important role in bringing people together.
A played B made C did D took

27. In the text, families 'struggling to make ends meet' are families who…
A find it difficult to make new friends
B are planning to move to a new home
C have just enough money, or not quite enough, for basic needs
D cannot finish their work on time

28. In the text, 'her efforts began to bear fruit' means her efforts…
A were forgotten B became more expensive
C began to grow vegetables D started to produce good results

29. Nadia is a very  person; she never gives up easily. (DETERMINE)
A determination B determined C determining D determinable

30. Each volunteer made a  contribution to the project. (SIGNIFY)
A significance B significantly C significant D signify
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Soluciones B2

Soluciones – Colocaciones en inglés – Test 1
1 B 2 C 3 A 4 D 5 B 6 C 7 A 8 D 9 A 10 B

11 C 12 B 13 A 14 D 15 B 16 C 17 D 18 B 19 C 20 A

21 A 22 D 23 D 24 B 25 C 26 A 27 C 28 D 29 B 30 C

Explicaciones

1. B – En inglés se dice 'make a mistake', no 'do a mistake'.
2. C – La expresión fija es 'do someone a favour'.
3. A – 'Pay attention' es la colocación estándar.
4. D – Se dice 'make progress'; 'do progress' es un error frecuente entre los alumnos.
5. B – La colocación correcta es 'take action'.
6. C – 'Keep your word' significa cumplir lo que has prometido.
7. A – Una empresa 'makes a profit'.
8. D – Para quejarse de algo se usa 'make a complaint'.
9. A – 'Take this opportunity to' es una expresión fija de registro formal.

10. B – Lo correcto es 'raise awareness'; 'rise' es intransitivo y no puede llevar complemento directo.
11. C – La lluvia, la nieve y el tráfico se describen con 'heavy', no con 'strong'.
12. B – El café y el té con mucho sabor son 'strong'.
13. A – 'Terribly sorry' es una colocación intensificadora natural.
14. D – 'Bitterly disappointed' es la colocación típica para expresar una gran decepción.
15. B – 'Highly unlikely' es la colocación estándar de adverbio + adjetivo.
16. C – Se dice que alguien tiene 'high hopes'.
17. D – Una posibilidad muy pequeña es una 'slim chance'.
18. B – Los conocimientos se describen como 'deep' (o 'wide'), no como heavy, high ni big.
19. C – Se dice 'make an effort', así que 'did a lot of effort' es incorrecto.
20. A – En inglés los medicamentos o los analgésicos se 'take'.
21. A – La colocación es 'make friends'.
22. D – 'Have a go at (doing) something' significa intentar algo.
23. D – Una tarea 'takes' tiempo y energía; son las personas, no los proyectos, las que 'spend' tiempo.
24. B – 'Take part in' es la expresión fija que significa participar.
25. C – 'A huge success' es una colocación natural de adjetivo + sustantivo.
26. A – Se dice 'play a role' in something.
27. C – 'Make ends meet' significa conseguir pagar lo básico para vivir, es decir, llegar a fin de mes.
28. D – Aquí 'bear fruit' se usa en sentido figurado con el significado de dar buenos resultados.
29. B – Delante de 'person' hace falta un adjetivo, y 'determined' describe a alguien que no se rinde.
30. C – Delante del sustantivo hace falta un adjetivo, con el que se forma la colocación 'make a significant

contribution'.

Notas para el profesor: El test avanza desde las colocaciones más frecuentes de verbo + sustantivo hasta las
combinaciones con adjetivos y adverbios, y termina con colocaciones y expresiones idiomáticas dentro de un
texto. Se centra en errores típicos de los alumnos hispanohablantes, como usar do en lugar de make, strong
en lugar de heavy o traducir las colocaciones palabra por palabra desde el español. Como actividad de
seguimiento, pide a tus alumnos que lleven un cuaderno de colocaciones organizado por verbos clave o que
escriban un párrafo breve con cinco de las colocaciones que hayan fallado.
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