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Modismos comunes en inglés (idioms) – Test 1

Nombre: Clase: Fecha: Puntuación:     / 30

Haz este examen en
línea y comprueba tus
respuestas al instante

Elige la opción correcta (A, B, C o D) en cada pregunta.

Parte 1: ¿Qué significa?

Lee cada frase y elige el significado del modismo en negrita.

1. I'm sorry I can't come tonight. I'm feeling a bit under the weather. What does 'under the weather'
mean?
A slightly ill B very busy
C in a bad mood because of the rain D stuck outside in the cold

2. Everyone was worried, but the final exam was a piece of cake. What does 'a piece of cake' mean?
A very stressful B very easy C badly organised D surprisingly long

3. We've been working for ten hours. Let's call it a day. What does 'call it a day' mean?
A make a phone call B celebrate the end of the day
C stop working for now D plan the next day

4. Hiro let the cat out of the bag about Mia's surprise party. What did Hiro do?
A He planned the party carefully.
B He forgot about the party.
C He cancelled the party.
D He told people about the secret by mistake.

5. I'd love a new laptop, but a good one would cost an arm and a leg. What does 'cost an arm and a
leg' mean?
A be extremely expensive B be physically painful
C take a long time D be difficult to carry

6. Amara has been on cloud nine since she got the job. How does Amara feel?
A very tired B extremely happy
C confused D worried about the future

7. Go and buy your coffee. I'll keep an eye on your bag. What will the speaker do?
A carry it for you B look inside it C take it home D watch it carefully

8. When you said the project failed because of poor planning, you hit the nail on the head. What did
the person do?
A made a serious mistake B worked very hard
C described the situation exactly right D changed the subject

9. Don't worry about the delay. We're all in the same boat. What does 'in the same boat' mean?
A facing the same difficult situation B travelling together
C working for the same company D going on the same holiday
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10. I usually cycle to work. I take the bus only once in a blue moon. How often does the speaker take the
bus?
A every weekend B very rarely
C only at night D when the weather is bad

Parte 2: Completa el modismo

Elige la palabra que completa correctamente cada modismo.

11. I always get  in my stomach before a job interview.
A bees B butterflies C birds D worms

12. Could you give me a ? This box is really heavy.
A arm B finger C hand D leg

13. Please don't  around the bush. Just tell me what happened.
A beat B hit C kick D walk

14. I really don't know the answer. It's just a  in the dark.
A jump B step C light D shot

15. Carlos works all day and studies all night. He's burning the candle at both .
A sides B ends C tips D corners

16. Driving was difficult at first, but now it's second  to me.
A habit B skill C nature D hand

17. Just before Lina went on stage, her friend whispered, 'Break a !'
A leg B foot C arm D neck

18. The offer came completely out of the . Nobody expected it.
A dark B sky C air D blue

19. I'm not sure yet. Can I  on it and give you my answer tomorrow?
A dream B sleep C lie D rest

20. You broke the printer, so you'll have to face the  and tell the manager.
A song B noise C music D sound

Parte 3: Uso correcto de los modismos

Elige la frase correcta, encuentra el error o elige la mejor respuesta.

21. Which sentence uses the idiom correctly?
A I was exhausted, so I was on cloud nine all evening.
B Let's call it a day. We've only just started.
C The repair was really cheap. It cost an arm and a leg.
D The test was a piece of cake, so I finished early.

22. Find the error: My grandfather is still as fit as a violin, even at ninety.
A My grandfather B is still C as fit as a violin D even at ninety

23. Find the error: It's raining cats and dog outside, so take an umbrella.
A It's raining B cats and dog C outside, so D take an umbrella
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24. A: I finally passed my driving test! B: 
A Well done! You must be over the moon. B Break a leg!
C That's the last straw! D Don't cry over spilt milk.

25. A: I failed my chemistry test and I can't stop thinking about it. B: 
A You're pulling my leg.
B That rings a bell.
C There's no use crying over spilt milk. Just prepare better next time.
D Don't put all your eggs in one basket.

Parte 4: Modismos en un texto

Lee el texto y elige el significado más adecuado de cada modismo tal como se usa en el texto.

When Priya moved to a new city for her first full-time job, she felt like a fish out of water. Everything
was unfamiliar: the streets, the office, even the way people spoke in meetings. Her manager, Tomás,
told her to relax. 'It takes everyone a few weeks to learn the ropes,' he said. 'Ask as many questions
as you like.'

During her second month, Priya offered to organise a large conference on her own. Although she
was enthusiastic, she soon realised she had bitten off more than she could chew. She was working
late every night and still falling behind. Just before the event, she almost got cold feet and
considered asking Tomás to give the project to someone else.

Instead, she asked two colleagues for help. Working as a team, they made sure everyone was on the
same page, and the conference went off without a hitch. Looking back, Priya thinks her difficult start
was a blessing in disguise. 'I learned that asking for help isn't a weakness,' she says. 'Now, when a
new colleague joins, I'm the first to offer support.'

26. Tomás says it takes everyone a few weeks to 'learn the ropes'. This means to .
A work long hours without complaining
B understand how things are done in a new job
C find their way around a new city
D make friends with their colleagues

27. Priya realised she had 'bitten off more than she could chew'. This means .
A she had eaten too much at work
B she had argued with her manager
C she had taken on more work than she could manage
D she had made a careless mistake

28. Before the event, Priya 'almost got cold feet'. This means she .
A became nervous and nearly decided not to continue
B felt ill because the office was cold
C forgot to send the invitations
D lost interest in her job

29. The conference 'went off without a hitch'. This means it happened .
A with a few small delays B later than planned
C without any problems D without any guests
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30. Priya thinks her difficult start was 'a blessing in disguise'. This means it was .
A a secret she kept from her colleagues
B a lucky event that she had planned
C a problem that she never solved
D something that seemed bad but turned out to be good
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Soluciones B2

Soluciones – Modismos comunes en inglés (idioms) – Test 1
1 A 2 B 3 C 4 D 5 A 6 B 7 D 8 C 9 A 10 B

11 B 12 C 13 A 14 D 15 B 16 C 17 A 18 D 19 B 20 C

21 D 22 C 23 B 24 A 25 C 26 B 27 C 28 A 29 C 30 D

Explicaciones

1. A – 'Under the weather' significa sentirse un poco mal o indispuesto.
2. B – 'A piece of cake' describe algo muy fácil.
3. C – 'Call it a day' significa dejar de trabajar por hoy.
4. D – 'Let the cat out of the bag' significa revelar un secreto sin querer.
5. A – Algo que 'costs an arm and a leg' es muy caro (cuesta un ojo de la cara).
6. B – 'On cloud nine' significa estar muy feliz.
7. D – 'Keep an eye on' algo significa vigilarlo y cuidarlo.
8. C – 'Hit the nail on the head' significa decir exactamente lo que es cierto o correcto (dar en el clavo).
9. A – 'In the same boat' significa compartir la misma situación difícil.

10. B – 'Once in a blue moon' significa muy rara vez.
11. B – El modismo es 'have butterflies in your stomach' y significa estar nervioso.
12. C – 'Give someone a hand' significa ayudar a alguien (echar una mano).
13. A – 'Beat around the bush' significa evitar decir algo directamente (andarse con rodeos).
14. D – 'A shot in the dark' es una suposición hecha sin apenas información.
15. B – 'Burn the candle at both ends' significa trabajar demasiado y descansar muy poco.
16. C – 'Second nature' describe algo que haces con facilidad y sin pensar.
17. A – 'Break a leg!' es una forma de desear buena suerte a alguien, sobre todo antes de una actuación.
18. D – 'Out of the blue' significa de repente y sin esperarlo.
19. B – 'Sleep on it' significa esperar al día siguiente antes de tomar una decisión (consultarlo con la almohada).
20. C – 'Face the music' significa aceptar las consecuencias desagradables de tus actos.
21. D – Terminar antes de tiempo encaja con un examen muy fácil; los otros modismos contradicen el contexto.
22. C – La expresión fija es 'as fit as a fiddle', no 'a violin'.
23. B – El modismo es fijo: 'raining cats and dogs', con ambos sustantivos en plural.
24. A – 'Over the moon' significa muy feliz, lo que encaja con una buena noticia; 'Break a leg' se dice antes de un

evento.
25. C – 'No use crying over spilt milk' significa que no tiene sentido preocuparse por algo que ya ha pasado.
26. B – 'Learn the ropes' significa aprender a hacer un trabajo o cómo funcionan las cosas en un lugar nuevo.
27. C – El modismo significa intentar hacer más de lo que uno puede; el texto muestra que ella se estaba quedando

atrás.
28. A – 'Get cold feet' significa ponerse tan nervioso que no te atreves a hacer algo que habías planeado.
29. C – 'Without a hitch' significa sin contratiempos, sin ningún problema.
30. D – 'A blessing in disguise' es algo que al principio parece malo pero tiene buenos resultados, como explica

Priya.
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Notas para el profesor: Utilice este test al terminar una unidad sobre lenguaje idiomático o como prueba
diagnóstica en grupos de nivel intermedio alto. Se centra en los errores típicos del alumnado: interpretar los
modismos de forma literal, cambiar palabras de una expresión fija (por ejemplo, 'cats and dog' o 'fish out of
the water') y usar un modismo en una situación inadecuada. Como actividad de seguimiento, pida a los
alumnos que escriban un diálogo o una historia breve en la que usen correctamente cinco modismos del test.
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