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Past Continuous ou Past Simple – Test 1
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Faites ce test en ligne
et vérifiez vos
réponses
immédiatement

Choisissez la bonne réponse pour chaque question. Il n'y a qu'une seule bonne réponse.

Partie 1 : Les formes

Choisissez la forme correcte pour compléter chaque phrase.

1. At 8 o'clock last night, I  dinner.
A were cooking B was cooking C was cook D am cooking

2. They  football when it started to rain.
A was playing B were play C played were D were playing

3. She  TV at 10 p.m. She was asleep.
A wasn't watching B weren't watching C didn't watching D not was watching

4.  you sleeping when I called?
A Was B Did C Were D Are

5. What  Ali doing at 6 p.m. yesterday?
A were B was C did D does

6. We  the bus yesterday because it was late.
A didn't took B weren't take C didn't take D not took

7.  Maria call you last night?
A Was B Were C Does D Did

8. Choose the correct sentence.
A I was write an email when the phone rang.
B I writing an email when the phone was ringing.
C I was writing an email when the phone rang.
D I were writing an email when the phone rang.

9. The children were  in the sea.
A swiming B swimming C swimmming D swimeing

10. Leo  his keys on the way to work.
A losed B was lose C lost D loosed

Partie 2 : Past continuous ou past simple ?

Choisissez la réponse qui correspond le mieux au sens de chaque phrase ou dialogue.

11. I  a shower when the doorbell rang, so I couldn't open the door.
A had B was having C have D am having

12. While Sara was reading, her brother suddenly  the lights off.
A turned B was turning C turns D is turning
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13. Yesterday I got up,  breakfast and went to school.
A was having B have C was had D had

14. When the teacher came in, the students  loudly, so she asked them to be quiet.
A talked B talk C were talking D was talking

15. At midnight, everybody in the house .
A is sleeping B were sleeping C sleeping D was sleeping

16. "Why didn't you answer my call?" "Sorry, I ."
A was driving B drove C am driving D drive

17. Last summer we  to Portugal for two weeks.
A were going B went C was going D go

18. I  my leg while I was skiing.
A broke B was breaking C break D were breaking

19. "What were you doing when the lights went out?" "I  my homework."
A did B do C were doing D was doing

20. Choose the correct sentence.
A While we were wait for the train, it started to snow.
B While we were waiting for the train, it started to snow.
C While we were waiting for the train, it was start to snow.
D While we waiting for the train, it started to snow.

Partie 3 : Compréhension écrite – A strange evening

Lisez l'histoire. Choisissez le ou les mots corrects pour chaque blanc.

Last Saturday evening, Nadia (1) ___ a film at home. Her parents were out, and her little brother,
Omar, (2) ___ computer games in his room.

At about nine o'clock, she (3) ___ a strange noise in the kitchen. She (4) ___ the TV off and walked
slowly to the kitchen door.

When she opened it, she saw the cat. It (5) ___ on the table and eating Omar's pizza! Nadia laughed.
"You naughty cat!" she said. Then she (6) ___ a photo and sent it to her parents.

21. Gap (1): Last Saturday evening, Nadia  a film at home.
A watched was B were watching C was watching D watching

22. Gap (2): ... her little brother, Omar,  computer games in his room.
A were playing B was playing C plays D is playing

23. Gap (3): At about nine o'clock, she  a strange noise in the kitchen.
A was hearing B was heard C hears D heard

24. Gap (4): She  the TV off and walked slowly to the kitchen door.
A turned B was turning C turns D turn

25. Gap (5): It  on the table and eating Omar's pizza!
A sat B were sitting C was sitting D is sitting

26. Gap (6): Then she  a photo and sent it to her parents.
A was taking B took C takes D were taking
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Partie 4 : Erreurs et questions

Trouvez l'erreur ou choisissez la phrase correcte.

27. Which part of the sentence is wrong? "Yesterday I was walk in the park when I saw a beautiful bird."
A was walk B when C saw D a beautiful bird

28. Which part of the sentence is wrong? "Where did you went when the party finished?"
A Where B did C went D finished

29. Choose the correct question for this answer: "I was talking to my cousin."
A Who did you talking to? B Who you were talking to?
C Who was you talking to? D Who were you talking to?

30. Choose the correct negative of: "Emma was working at 7 p.m."
A Emma didn't working at 7 p.m. B Emma wasn't working at 7 p.m.
C Emma not was working at 7 p.m. D Emma weren't working at 7 p.m.
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Corrigé – Past Continuous ou Past Simple – Test 1
1 B 2 D 3 A 4 C 5 B 6 C 7 D 8 C 9 B 10 C

11 B 12 A 13 D 14 C 15 D 16 A 17 B 18 A 19 D 20 B

21 C 22 B 23 D 24 A 25 C 26 B 27 A 28 C 29 D 30 B

Explications

1. B – Avec I, on utilise was + -ing pour une action en cours à un moment du passé.
2. D – Avec they, on utilise were + -ing.
3. A – La forme négative du past continuous avec she est wasn't + -ing.
4. C – Les questions au past continuous avec you commencent par Were.
5. B – Ali est au singulier, donc on utilise was + sujet + -ing.
6. C – La forme négative du past simple est didn't + base verbale.
7. D – Les questions au past simple se construisent avec Did + sujet + base verbale.
8. C – La forme correcte est I was + -ing, et l'action brève (rang) est au past simple.
9. B – Swim se termine par une voyelle + une consonne, donc on double le m : swimming.

10. C – Lose est irrégulier ; son past simple est lost.
11. B – La douche était une action plus longue en cours quand l'action brève (la sonnerie) s'est produite.
12. A – Éteindre les lumières est une action brève et soudaine, donc on utilise le past simple.
13. D – Pour une suite d'actions terminées les unes après les autres, on utilise le past simple.
14. C – Les élèves étaient déjà en train de parler quand le professeur est entré, et students est au pluriel.
15. D – Everybody s'accorde au singulier, donc on utilise was sleeping pour une action en cours à minuit.
16. A – La conduite était en cours au moment de l'appel, donc on utilise le past continuous.
17. B – Un voyage terminé dans le passé se raconte au past simple.
18. A – Se casser la jambe est une action brève survenue pendant l'action plus longue du ski.
19. D – La réponse correspond à la question : une action en cours, avec I + was + -ing.
20. B – While + past continuous pour l'action longue, past simple (started) pour le nouvel événement.
21. C – Il s'agit de l'action de fond en cours, et Nadia s'emploie avec was.
22. B – Une autre action de fond dans le passé ; Omar est au singulier, donc was playing.
23. D – Entendre le bruit est un événement bref qui interrompt le film, donc on utilise le past simple.
24. A – Ce sont des actions terminées qui se succèdent, donc les deux verbes sont au past simple.
25. C – Les actions du chat étaient en cours quand Nadia a ouvert la porte, et « and eating » exige was + -ing.
26. B – Take est irrégulier ; took est une action terminée qui s'enchaîne avec sent.
27. A – Le past continuous exige la forme en -ing : was walking.
28. C – Après did, on utilise la base verbale : Where did you go?
29. D – La forme interrogative est mot interrogatif + were + you + -ing.
30. B – La forme négative de was working avec un sujet au singulier est wasn't working.

Notes pour l’enseignant: Utilisez ce test après avoir présenté le past continuous en parallèle avec le past
simple, ou en révision. Il cible les erreurs typiques du niveau A2 : accord de was/were, oubli du -ing, « did » +
-ing, formes irrégulières du prétérit erronées. Il vérifie aussi le choix du past continuous pour une action de
fond plus longue et du past simple pour une action brève qui vient l'interrompre. En prolongement, demandez
aux élèves d'écrire cinq phrases sur ce qu'ils étaient en train de faire à différents moments hier et sur ce qui
s'est passé.
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