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Compréhension écrite – Test 1
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Faites ce test en ligne
et vérifiez vos
réponses
immédiatement

Lisez attentivement chaque texte et choisissez la meilleure réponse (A, B, C ou D) pour chaque
question.

Partie 1 : Article de magazine

Lisez l'article sur les repair cafés et répondez aux questions 1 à 7.

Fixing Things, Building Communities

On the first Saturday of every month, the hall behind Millbrook Library fills with an unusual mix of
people and objects. A retired engineer bends over a broken toaster; a teenager carefully re-stitches
the strap of a backpack; a woman in her forties waits patiently with a lamp that stopped working
years ago. Welcome to the repair café, a phenomenon that has spread quietly across hundreds of
towns and cities over the past decade.

The idea is simple. Volunteers with practical skills offer their time for free, and visitors bring along
household items that would otherwise end up in the bin. Rather than simply handing over their
belongings, however, visitors are encouraged to sit beside the volunteer and take part in the repair.
"We're not a free repair shop," explains Amara Osei, who set up the Millbrook café three years ago.
"The point is that people leave knowing a little more than when they arrived. Next time, they might be
able to fix it themselves."

Supporters argue that repair cafés tackle a genuine problem. Many modern products are designed in
ways that make them difficult to open, and spare parts can be expensive or impossible to find. As a
result, it is often cheaper to replace an item than to mend it, which contributes to a growing mountain
of electronic waste. By showing that a loose wire or a worn-out belt can be dealt with in minutes, the
cafés challenge the assumption that broken means finished.

Not everyone is convinced, though. Some professional repairers worry that free services could take
business away from them. Osei disagrees. "Most of our visitors would never have paid for a repair in
the first place. They'd simply have thrown the thing away. If anything, we send people to local shops
when a job is too complicated for us."

Perhaps the most surprising benefit has little to do with machines at all. Regular visitors talk about
the conversations, the tea and the sense of belonging. For Daniel Reyes, who moved to Millbrook last
year, the café was the first place he felt at home. "I came with a broken radio," he laughs. "I left with
a radio that worked and three new friends."

1. What is the main purpose of the article?
A to persuade readers to become volunteer repairers
B to criticise companies that make products difficult to repair
C to describe repair cafés and discuss their benefits and criticisms
D to give step-by-step instructions for fixing household items
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2. According to Amara Osei, what makes a repair café different from a repair shop?
A Visitors are expected to help and learn during the repair.
B Volunteers only fix items that are less than a year old.
C Repairs are done more quickly than in a shop.
D Visitors can leave their items and collect them later.

3. In paragraph 3, the word "tackle" is closest in meaning to .
A ignore B deal with C explain D create

4. According to the article, why is it often cheaper to replace an item than to repair it?
A Volunteers charge high prices for their time.
B Most broken items cannot be repaired at all.
C People prefer the latest models of products.
D Products are hard to open and spare parts are costly or unavailable.

5. What can be inferred from Osei's reply to the professional repairers?
A She thinks professional repairers charge too much.
B She plans to stop helping with complicated repairs.
C She believes repair cafés may actually bring customers to local businesses.
D She admits that repair cafés are reducing shops' profits.

6. The phrase "challenge the assumption that broken means finished" suggests that the cafés question
the belief that 
A a broken item can no longer be used.
B repairs should always be done by professionals.
C new products are better quality than old ones.
D people do not have time to fix things.

7. Why does the writer include Daniel Reyes's story?
A to show that radios are the most common item repaired
B to illustrate the social benefits of repair cafés
C to suggest that newcomers find it hard to make friends
D to prove that repairs are always successful

Partie 2 : E-mail professionnel

Lisez l'e-mail adressé au personnel et répondez aux questions 8 à 14.

Subject: Changes to our office arrangements from 1 March

Dear all,

As many of you know, our lease on the third floor comes to an end in February, and after a long
discussion the management team has decided not to renew it. I'd like to explain what this means in
practice and, just as importantly, why we have made this decision.

Over the past year, our booking data has shown that, on an average day, fewer than half of the desks
in the building are in use. Most of you now work from home two or three days a week, and the
feedback from last autumn's survey made it clear that you value this flexibility. Paying for space that
sits empty is difficult to justify, particularly when that money could be spent on things you have told
us matter more, such as training and better equipment for working at home.

From 1 March, therefore, all teams will be based on the second floor. Instead of having a permanent
desk, you will reserve one through the online booking system, up to two weeks in advance. Each
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team will also have a "home zone", a group of desks near each other, so that colleagues who want to
work together on the same days can do so easily.

I appreciate that this will be a significant change for some of you, especially those who have had the
same desk for many years. Lockers will be provided for personal belongings, and anyone who needs
a particular set-up for health reasons should contact Priya Nair in HR by 14 February so that we can
make sure a suitable desk is permanently available.

We will be holding two drop-in sessions next week, on Tuesday at 12:30 and Thursday at 16:00,
where you can see the new layout and ask questions. If you can't make either, feel free to reply to
this email directly.

Thank you for your patience while we make this transition. I'm confident that, once we've settled in,
the new arrangement will work well for everyone.

Best wishes,

Tomasz Lindqvist

Operations Director

8. What is the main purpose of the email?
A to ask staff to vote on a new office layout
B to announce that the company is moving to a new building
C to complain that staff are not using the office enough
D to explain a change to working arrangements and the reasons for it

9. Why has the management team decided not to renew the lease?
A The landlord has increased the rent.
B Much of the office space is not used regularly.
C Staff complained about the third floor in a survey.
D The company is reducing the number of employees.

10. What is the purpose of a team's "home zone"?
A to make it easy for colleagues to sit together when they are in the office
B to give senior staff a permanent desk
C to store personal belongings safely
D to provide a quiet area for people working alone

11. Who should contact Priya Nair by 14 February?
A anyone who wants to keep their current desk
B staff who cannot attend the drop-in sessions
C employees who need a specific desk set-up for health reasons
D team leaders who want to book a home zone

12. The phrase "difficult to justify" in paragraph 2 means .
A hard to calculate exactly B hard to change quickly
C hard to organise in practice D hard to give good reasons for

13. What can be inferred about how the writer expects some staff to react?
A They will be pleased to have more space.
B Some of them may find the change unsettling.
C Most of them will ask to work from home full-time.
D They will not notice any real difference.
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14. Which statement is true according to the email?
A Desks can be reserved up to two weeks ahead.
B Everyone will have to work in the office three days a week.
C The drop-in sessions will take place on the third floor.
D Staff must reply to the email to confirm they have read it.

Partie 3 : Nouvelle

Lisez le récit et répondez aux questions 15 à 20.

The Last Train

Leila had missed the last train before, but never in a town where she didn't know a single person.
She stood on the empty platform, watching the red lights disappear into the darkness, and felt her
stomach drop. Her phone battery had died an hour earlier, somewhere between the conference
dinner and the long walk to the station that she had been so sure would take ten minutes.

The ticket office was closed. A single vending machine hummed in the corner, its light flickering. She
checked her purse: a few coins, a bank card and a crumpled receipt. Not exactly the ingredients for
a rescue.

"You look like someone who's just watched their plans leave without them."

She turned. An elderly man in a long grey coat was sweeping the far end of the platform. She hadn't
noticed him at all.

"Is it that obvious?" she asked.

"I've been doing this job for thirty-one years," he said, leaning on his broom. "I can spot a missed
train from a hundred metres."

He explained that the next service wasn't until 5:40, but there was a small hotel across the square
that stayed open late. Then, without being asked, he pulled an old-fashioned mobile phone from his
pocket and offered it to her. "In case there's someone waiting up for you."

Leila hesitated. Back home, she would never have accepted a stranger's phone, let alone followed
his directions through an unfamiliar town at midnight. But there was something in his calm, unhurried
manner that made her worries seem slightly ridiculous. She called her sister, who answered on the
first ring, half asleep and wholly relieved.

The hotel was exactly where he had said. The receptionist, a young woman with tired eyes, smiled
when Leila mentioned the station. "Ah, you met Walter," she said. "He sends us at least one lost
traveller a week. We keep a room free for them, just in case."

Lying in bed later, Leila realised she had never even told him her name. She suspected he wouldn't
have asked.

15. Why does Leila feel anxious at the beginning of the story?
A She is late for an important conference.
B She has lost her purse and bank card.
C She is stuck in an unfamiliar town and cannot use her phone.
D She has argued with her sister.
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16. What does "Not exactly the ingredients for a rescue" suggest?
A She was hungry and wanted to buy food.
B She felt that what she had with her would not help her much.
C She was planning to call the emergency services.
D She thought the vending machine might be useful.

17. How was the man able to tell that Leila had missed her train?
A She told him as soon as she saw him.
B He had seen her running towards the platform.
C The receptionist had phoned to warn him.
D He had many years of experience working at the station.

18. Why did Leila decide to accept the man's offer?
A His calm manner made her fears seem exaggerated.
B She recognised him from the conference dinner.
C He promised to walk her to the hotel himself.
D She had no other way to pay for a hotel.

19. What does the receptionist's comment reveal about Walter?
A He owns the hotel across the square.
B He is related to the receptionist.
C Helping stranded travellers is something he does regularly.
D He is often criticised for sending guests late at night.

20. What does the final sentence imply about Walter?
A He was too forgetful to remember names.
B He helped people without expecting anything in return.
C He did not really trust Leila.
D He wanted to keep his own identity secret.
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Corrigé B2

Corrigé – Compréhension écrite – Test 1
1 C 2 A 3 B 4 D 5 C 6 A 7 B 8 D 9 B 10 A

11 C 12 D 13 B 14 A 15 C 16 B 17 D 18 A 19 C 20 B

Explications

1. C – L'article explique ce que sont les repair cafés, présente leurs avantages et rapporte aussi les inquiétudes
des réparateurs professionnels.

2. A – Osei explique que les visiteurs s'assoient à côté du bénévole pour repartir en en sachant plus qu'à leur
arrivée.

3. B – « To tackle » un problème signifie faire un effort pour le résoudre, s'y attaquer.
4. D – Le paragraphe 3 indique que les produits sont difficiles à ouvrir et que les pièces détachées peuvent être

chères ou introuvables.
5. C – Elle dit que le café oriente les gens vers les commerces du quartier quand une réparation est trop

compliquée, ce qui laisse entendre qu'il peut aider ces entreprises.
6. A – « Broken means finished » renvoie à l'idée que dès qu'un objet se casse, sa vie utile est terminée.
7. B – Son histoire illustre l'idée du paragraphe selon laquelle les cafés créent des amitiés et un sentiment

d'appartenance.
8. D – L'auteur dit vouloir expliquer ce que le changement implique concrètement et pourquoi la décision a été

prise.
9. B – Les données de réservation montrent que moins de la moitié des bureaux sont occupés : l'entreprise paie

donc pour des espaces vides.
10. A – La « home zone » permet aux collègues qui veulent travailler ensemble les mêmes jours de s'installer les

uns près des autres.
11. C – L'e-mail demande à toute personne ayant besoin d'un aménagement particulier pour raisons de santé de

contacter Priya Nair.
12. D – « To justify » quelque chose, c'est montrer qu'il existe de bonnes raisons de le faire.
13. B – Il reconnaît qu'il s'agira d'un changement important, surtout pour ceux qui occupent le même bureau depuis

des années.
14. A – Le paragraphe 3 précise que les bureaux peuvent être réservés via le système en ligne jusqu'à deux

semaines à l'avance.
15. C – Elle a raté le dernier train dans une ville où elle ne connaît personne, et la batterie de son téléphone est à

plat.
16. B – Après avoir énuméré les quelques objets de son porte-monnaie, elle remarque avec ironie qu'ils ont peu de

chances de la tirer d'affaire.
17. D – Il dit faire ce métier depuis trente et un ans et savoir repérer à cent mètres quelqu'un qui a raté son train.
18. A – Le texte indique que son attitude calme et posée rendait ses inquiétudes un peu ridicules.
19. C – Elle dit qu'il leur envoie au moins un voyageur égaré par semaine, si bien que l'hôtel garde même une

chambre libre.
20. B – Leila a le sentiment qu'il ne lui aurait même pas demandé son nom, ce qui suggère qu'il aide les gens par

pure gentillesse.

Notes pour l’enseignant: Prévoyez environ 40 minutes, ou traitez une partie par séance pour un exercice plus
court. Les questions ciblent des difficultés typiques du niveau B2 : confondre un détail mentionné avec l'idée
principale, choisir une réponse plausible mais non énoncée dans le texte, et interpréter au sens propre des
expressions figurées. En prolongement, demandez aux élèves de souligner dans chaque texte les mots qui
justifient leurs réponses, ou de rédiger une courte réponse à l'e-mail de la partie 2.
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