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Pour chaque question, choisissez la seule bonne réponse (A, B, C ou D).

Partie 1 : Grammaire

Choisissez le mot ou l'expression qui complète le mieux chaque phrase.

1. By the time the rescue team arrived, the climbers  in the snow for nearly two days.
A had been trapped B have been trapped C were trapping D had trapped

2. She insisted on  for the meal, even though it was my birthday.
A paying B to pay C that she paid D pay

3. 'Will we have to cancel the trip?' 'I'm afraid . The forecast is terrible.'
A so B not C it D yes

4. If she hadn't turned down that job in Lisbon, she  there now.
A would be living B would have lived C will be living D had been living

5.  the instructions carefully, she was surprised when the machine still wouldn't start.
A Having followed B Followed C To follow D Being followed

6. He talks about the city as if he  there for years, but he only arrived last month.
A had lived B lives C would live D is living

7. It was only after she had moved abroad  she understood how much her family meant to
her.
A that B when C which D so

8. At the time, nobody could have predicted that the tiny café  into one of the city's best-
loved institutions.
A would grow B will grow C was growing D had grown

9.  to say, the plan backfired spectacularly.
A Needless B Needlessly C Unneeded D No need

10.  tired he may be, he never complains.
A However B Whatever C Although D No matter

11. The report, the conclusions  were widely disputed, was eventually withdrawn.
A of which B of whom C which D whose

12. I'm going to finish this marathon, come  may.
A what B which C whatever D that

13.  I admire his work, I can't agree with his conclusions.
A Much as B As much C However much as D Even as much

14. Little  that the decision would affect him so profoundly.
A did he realise B he realised C he did realise D had he realise
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15. She spoke quietly lest she  the sleeping baby.
A wake B woke C would have woken D waking

16. The project was badly underfunded. , the team delivered it on time and under budget.
A Be that as it may B Be it as it may C As it may be D May it be so

Partie 2 : Vocabulaire et collocations

Choisissez le mot ou l'expression qui complète le mieux chaque phrase ou qui répond le mieux à la
question.

17. The figures in the report don't  up; someone must have made a mistake.
A add B sum C count D total

18. She took the criticism in her  and simply worked harder.
A stride B step C pace D walk

19. He's been  the idea of retraining as a nurse for a while, but he hasn't made up his mind.
A toying with B playing at C fiddling with D joking about

20. The film was a  success, earning back ten times its budget.
A runaway B runoff C runabout D rundown

21. I can't make  of these instructions; they seem to contradict each other.
A head or tail B heads or tails C top or bottom D front or back

22. The proposal was greeted with scepticism, to put it .
A mildly B lightly C softly D gently

23. The company's profits have  over the past decade, from millions to almost nothing.
A dwindled B swelled C soared D lingered

24. The judge handed down a  sentence after hearing how deeply the defendant regretted his
actions.
A lenient B clement C tolerant D benign

25. The negotiations reached a , with neither side willing to make any concessions.
A stalemate B checkmate C stagnation D stillness

26. Rather than tackling the issue directly, the spokesperson  every question.
A sidestepped B overstepped C outstepped D stepped down

27. In the sentence 'By midnight the hall was all but empty', 'all but' means:
A almost B completely C except for D not at all

28. His  remarks about his colleagues eventually cost him his job.
A disparaging B disparate C despairing D dispensable

29. The novel explores the  of memory and the way it shapes our sense of who we are.
(FALLIBLE)
A fallibility B fallaciousness C fallacy D infallibility

30. The decision to close the only library in the area was widely condemned as . (DEFEND)
A indefensible B undefensible C indefendable D defenceless

31. The professor's lectures were notoriously ; even the most diligent students struggled to
stay awake.
A soporific B sonorous C succinct D salient
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32. She has a  wit that can leave even her sharpest opponents speechless.
A rapier B sabre C dagger D blade

Partie 3 : Précision, reformulation et registre

Choisissez la phrase correcte, repérez l'erreur ou choisissez la meilleure reformulation ou réponse.

33. Which sentence is the most appropriate opening for a formal letter of complaint?
A I am writing to express my dissatisfaction with the service I received on 14 March.
B I'm writing 'cause I'm really fed up with your service.
C I am writing to express my dissatisfy about the service I received on 14 March.
D I write you to complain the service I received on 14 March.

34. Which sentence is correct?
A Neither the manager nor his assistants were aware of the problem.
B Neither the manager nor his assistants was aware of the problem.
C Neither the manager or his assistants were aware of the problem.
D Neither of the manager nor his assistants were aware of the problem.

35. Which word is incorrect? 'The number of applicants have risen sharply since the fees were
reduced.'
A number B have C risen D were

36. Which sentence is closest in meaning to: 'She was on the verge of giving up when the offer
arrived.'?
A She was about to give up when the offer arrived.
B She had already given up when the offer arrived.
C She had no intention of giving up when the offer arrived.
D She gave up because the offer arrived.

37. Which sentence is correct?
A The success of the plan is contingent on securing funding.
B The success of the plan is contingent to securing funding.
C The success of the plan is contingent of securing funding.
D The success of the plan is contingent with securing funding.

38. Which sentence is incorrect?
A Few people attended, which was disappointing.
B A few people attended, so the room wasn't completely empty.
C Little of the information was new to us.
D Few of the information was new to us.

39. Which sentence best rephrases: 'I wish I hadn't lent him my car.'?
A I regret lending him my car. B I regret to lend him my car.
C I'd rather lend him my car. D I should lend him my car.

40. 'You must be exhausted after the journey.' Which reply is correct?
A Not in the least, actually. I slept most of the way.
B Not at the least, actually. I slept most of the way.
C Not least, actually. I slept most of the way.
D In the least not, actually. I slept most of the way.
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41. Which sentence is closest in meaning to: 'There's no telling how long the repairs will take.'?
A It is impossible to know how long the repairs will take.
B Nobody has told us how long the repairs will take.
C We mustn't tell anyone how long the repairs will take.
D To tell the truth, the repairs won't take long.

42. Which sentence uses 'whereby' correctly?
A The firm introduced a scheme whereby employees can buy shares at a discount.
B She didn't know whereby to go after the meeting.
C Whereby you finish the report, let me know.
D This is the house whereby I grew up.

43. Which part is incorrect? 'The data suggests that the policy, while well-intentioned, has had little
affect on unemployment.'
A The data suggests B while well-intentioned
C little affect D on unemployment

44. What is wrong with this sentence? 'Having been told about the delay, the tickets were refunded by
the airline.'
A The participle clause does not refer to the subject of the main clause.
B The passive voice cannot be used after a participle clause.
C 'Having been told' should be 'Being told'.
D The preposition 'about' should be 'of'.

Partie 4 : Compréhension écrite

Lisez le texte et choisissez la meilleure réponse à chaque question.

Few debates in architectural conservation are as old, or as stubbornly unresolved, as the question of
what should be done with a building that time has begun to undo. In the nineteenth century, one
school of thought held that a damaged cathedral or castle ought to be returned to a state of
completeness, even, on occasion, to a state it had never actually enjoyed. Restorers armed with
sketches, guesswork and considerable confidence added towers, replaced carvings and smoothed
away the irregularities of centuries. The results were often spectacular, and frequently fraudulent.

Their critics were scathing. To scrape a façade clean, they argued, was to erase the very evidence
that gave it meaning: the weathering of stone, the patched repairs of medieval masons, the scars of
fires and wars. A building, in this view, is less an object than a document, and to 'improve' a
document is to falsify it. The proper response to decay was therefore not renewal but maintenance:
modest, continuous care that would slow deterioration without disguising it.

Today, most professionals profess allegiance to the second position, at least in principle.
Contemporary guidelines insist that any intervention be minimal, reversible and clearly
distinguishable from the original fabric. Yet practice is rarely so tidy. A roof cannot be left to collapse
out of respect for its authenticity; a crumbling wall must sometimes be rebuilt if the structure is to
survive at all. Every repair, however discreet, involves a judgement about which layers of a building's
history deserve to be kept and which can be quietly sacrificed.

What complicates matters further is that the public does not always share the experts' reverence for
age. Visitors tend to admire buildings that look 'as they were', and many are disappointed to find a
ruin left as a ruin. Conservationists are thus caught between a professional ethic that values honesty
and an audience that frequently prefers illusion.
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Perhaps the most persuasive recent argument is that this tension is not a problem to be solved but a
condition to be managed. A building that has survived for eight hundred years has already been
altered countless times by people with competing ideas of what it ought to be. Seen in this light,
today's conservators are not the final guardians of a fixed original, but merely the latest contributors
to an unfinished conversation, one that their successors will, in turn, reinterpret.

45. According to the first paragraph, nineteenth-century restorers sometimes
A recreated features that a building had never possessed
B refused to alter buildings without documentary evidence
C deliberately left damaged sections untouched
D copied the techniques of medieval masons exactly

46. The word 'scathing' in the second paragraph most nearly means
A severely critical B mildly amused
C openly envious D cautiously supportive

47. The critics compared a building to a document in order to suggest that
A its signs of age are a record that should not be altered
B it should be studied mainly by historians
C written records are more reliable than physical evidence
D old buildings should be replaced by detailed archives

48. What point does the writer make in the third paragraph?
A Even careful conservation requires choices about which parts of the past to preserve.
B Modern guidelines have made the restoration debate obsolete.
C Most professionals secretly prefer nineteenth-century methods.
D Repairs should be avoided as long as a building is still standing.

49. According to the fourth paragraph, conservationists face a dilemma because
A visitors often prefer buildings to look complete rather than authentically aged
B experts cannot agree about the value of ruins
C visitors refuse to pay to see restored buildings
D public funding depends on buildings being left as ruins

50. Which statement best reflects the writer's conclusion?
A Conservators should see themselves as participants in an ongoing process rather than protectors
of a fixed original.
B The tension between honesty and illusion will soon be resolved.
C Buildings should be returned to the state their original builders intended.
D Future generations will reject today's conservation methods entirely.
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Corrigé – Test de niveau d'anglais C2 – Test 2
1 A 2 A 3 A 4 A 5 A 6 A 7 A 8 A 9 A 10 A

11 A 12 A 13 A 14 A 15 A 16 A 17 A 18 A 19 A 20 A

21 A 22 A 23 A 24 A 25 A 26 A 27 A 28 A 29 A 30 A

31 A 32 A 33 A 34 A 35 B 36 A 37 A 38 D 39 A 40 A

41 A 42 A 43 C 44 A 45 A 46 A 47 A 48 A 49 A 50 A

Explications

1. A – Il faut un plus-que-parfait passif (past perfect passive) pour exprimer un état qui dure jusqu'à un moment du
passé.

2. A – « Insist on » est suivi d'un gérondif (forme en -ing).
3. A – « I'm afraid so » remplace une proposition affirmative (« we will have to cancel »), ce qui correspond à la

mauvaise météo annoncée.
4. A – Un conditionnel mixte relie une condition passée à un résultat présent : would + be + -ing.
5. A – Un participe parfait actif (having + participe passé) indique une action achevée avant celle de la proposition

principale.
6. A – Après « as if », une situation irréelle dans le passé s'exprime au plus-que-parfait (past perfect).
7. A – Les phrases clivées en « It was... » utilisent « that » pour introduire la suite de la proposition.
8. A – « Would » exprime le futur vu depuis un moment du passé (futur dans le passé).
9. A – « Needless to say » est une expression figée signifiant « évidemment ».

10. A – « However + adjectif » introduit une concession ; avec « no matter », il faudrait ajouter « how ».
11. A – « The conclusions of which » est la relative possessive soutenue employée pour les choses.
12. A – « Come what may » est une expression figée signifiant « quoi qu'il arrive ».
13. A – « Much as » introduit une concession et signifie « bien que ».
14. A – Un adverbe ou une expression négative comme « little » en tête de proposition entraîne une inversion avec

un auxiliaire.
15. A – « Lest » est suivi de la base verbale (subjonctif) ou de « should » + infinitif.
16. A – « Be that as it may » est la forme figée signifiant « néanmoins ».
17. A – « Add up » signifie « tenir debout, être cohérent » ; « sum up » signifie « résumer ».
18. A – « Take something in your stride » signifie faire face à quelque chose avec calme.
19. A – « Toy with an idea » signifie envisager une idée sans vraiment se décider.
20. A – Un « runaway success » est un succès considérable et très rapide.
21. A – « Can't make head or tail of » signifie ne rien comprendre du tout.
22. A – « To put it mildly » signale un euphémisme (« c'est le moins qu'on puisse dire »).
23. A – « Dwindle » signifie diminuer progressivement.
24. A – « Lenient » est la collocation habituelle avec « sentence » pour une peine peu sévère, clémente.
25. A – Un « stalemate » est une impasse, une situation où aucune des deux parties ne peut progresser.
26. A – « Sidestep » une question, c'est l'esquiver, éviter d'y répondre.
27. A – « All but » + adjectif signifie « presque ».
28. A – « Disparaging » signifie dénigrant, qui montre que l'on accorde peu de valeur à quelqu'un.
29. A – « Fallibility » est le nom désignant la tendance à se tromper (faillibilité).
30. A – « Indefensible » signifie impossible à justifier ; « defenceless » signifie sans défense.
31. A – « Soporific » signifie qui provoque le sommeil.
32. A – « Rapier wit » est une collocation figée désignant un humour vif et acéré.
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33. A – La phrase est grammaticalement correcte et emploie un registre soutenu adapté.
34. A – Avec « neither... nor », le verbe s'accorde avec le sujet le plus proche (« assistants »).
35. B – « The number of » se construit avec un verbe au singulier : « has risen ».
36. A – « On the verge of » signifie être sur le point de faire quelque chose.
37. A – « Contingent » se construit avec « on » ou « upon ».
38. D – « Information » est indénombrable : on emploie donc « little » et non « few ».
39. A – « Regret + -ing » exprime le regret d'une action passée ; « regret to » sert à annoncer une mauvaise

nouvelle.
40. A – « Not in the least » signifie « pas du tout » ; « not least » signifie « notamment, surtout ».
41. A – « There's no telling » signifie qu'il est impossible de prévoir ou de savoir.
42. A – « Whereby » signifie « par lequel » et suit généralement des noms comme « scheme », « system » ou «

arrangement ».
43. C – Le nom est « effect » ; « affect » est normalement un verbe (« data suggests » est accepté dans l'usage

moderne).
44. A – Il s'agit d'un participe suspendu (dangling participle) : ce ne sont pas les billets qui ont été « told » du retard,

mais les passagers.
45. A – Le texte indique que les bâtiments ont été ramenés « to a state it had never actually enjoyed ».
46. A – Les critiques accusent ensuite les restaurateurs d'effacer des traces, ce qui révèle une critique sévère.
47. A – Ils soutiennent qu'« améliorer » un bâtiment, comme un document, reviendrait à falsifier son histoire.
48. A – Le paragraphe se termine en affirmant que toute réparation implique de choisir quelles strates de l'histoire

conserver.
49. A – Le public « frequently prefers illusion », ce qui entre en conflit avec l'éthique d'honnêteté des experts.
50. A – L'auteur décrit les restaurateurs comme « the latest contributors to an unfinished conversation ».

Notes pour l’enseignant: Prévoyez environ 60 minutes. Un apprenant qui obtient 40/50 ou plus peut être
considéré comme solidement C2 ; un score de 30 à 39 correspond à un bon C1 qui doit encore travailler de
façon ciblée la précision et les expressions idiomatiques. Le test vise des erreurs typiques du niveau avancé :
participes « suspendus » (dangling participles), accord après « neither... nor » et « the number of »,
collocations entre quasi-synonymes et temps irréels après « as if ». En prolongement, demandez aux
apprenants de réécrire correctement les options fautives de la partie 3 et de résumer le texte de lecture en 80
mots environ.
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